[ Downloaded from erfanmag.ir on 2026-02-16 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/16.2.4 ]

— Journal of Islamic Mysticism
ul/’U!PC’JG/U{/{I Print ISSN: 2538-5135 Online ISSN:2980-8421

Scientific Association of

Islamic Mysticism of Iran erfanmag-il’

An Analysis of the ""Discourse of Patience' and "Discourse of Protest"

in Hafez's Fatalistic Verses

Azar Nazari''"' | Hatef Siahkoohian®*®) | Mohsen Aliakbari*'" | Hossein Qadami*

1. Phd student, The Department of Religions and Mysticism, Islamic Azad University of Takestan / E-mail:

nazari.tehran@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, The Department of Religions and Mysticism, Islamic Azad University of
Takestan / E-mail: siyahkoohiyan@jiau.ac.ir
3. Assistant Professor, The Department of Islamic Studies, Islamic Azad University of Takestan / E-mail:

mohsenaliakbari@yahoo.com

4. Assistant Professor, The Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University of Takestan / E-mail:

d.ghadami91@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 8 August 2024
Accepted 20 November 2024
Published online 22 July 2025

Keywords:

Patience, Protest, Hafez,

Discourse analysis, Mysticism.

In his fatalistic verses, Hafez simultaneously invites his audience to patience and
submission in the face of destiny while adopting a critical tone and mounting epic protests
against the social and political authorities of his era. This study, employing discourse
analysis methodology, seeks to elucidate these two seemingly incompatible approaches
within Hafez's intellectual paradigm. The investigation reveals that beneath the textual
surface and beyond the apparent expressions of his poetry that speak of patience and
submission to fate, Hafez endeavors to construct a critical discourse through the utilization
of mystical and libertine language aimed at effecting change in macro-social structures and
combating power institutions and their associated ideologies. Under the veneer of fatalism,
he pursues objectives transcending the mere propagation of predestination in his poetry,
striving to dismantle the hegemony of Sharia-oriented discourses in his epoch through the

reproduction of new semantic interpretations of patience, submission, and fatalistic themes.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The interpretation of fatalistic elements in Hafez's poetry has long been a contentious issue in Persian
literary scholarship. Traditional readings have predominantly characterized Hafez as a determinist poet
who advocates for passive acceptance of divine decree, emphasizing themes of patience (sabr) and
submission (taslim) in the face of predetermined fate. However, this conventional understanding fails
to account for the complex layers of meaning embedded within his verses and the socio-political

context that shaped his literary production.

This study employs discourse analysis methodology to examine the apparent contradiction between
Hafez's seemingly fatalistic worldview and his demonstrable critical stance toward the religious and
political authorities of his era. The research investigates whether the discourse of patience and
submission in Hafez's Diwan represents a dominant discourse that merely calls readers to passive
acceptance, or whether it conceals alternative perspectives that reveal the critical and social
dimensions of his thought. By applying discourse analysis—a method designed to unveil hidden
ideologies and values within textual surfaces while simultaneously forming the foundation of texts—
this study aims to uncover the concealed roots and layers of the "patience and submission" discourse
in Hafez's fatalistic verses, thereby revealing the intertextual and ideological aspects of this approach

in his consciousness and language.

The historical context of Hafez's era, situated between the collapse of the Ilkhanate and the
establishment of Timurid rule, was characterized by political instability, social upheaval, and religious
extremism. The authoritarian policies of rulers such as Amir Mubariz al-Din Muhammad Muzaffari,
who enforced strict religious orthodoxy and employed violence in the name of amr bi'l-ma'ruf wa nahi
'an al-munkar (commanding right and forbidding wrong), created an atmosphere of intellectual and

spiritual suffocation that profoundly influenced literary discourse of the period.
Research Findings

The analysis reveals that Hafez's fatalistic expressions can be categorized into four distinct discursive
frameworks: (1) theological discourse, (2) romantic discourse, (3) mystical discourse, and (4) libertine
(rindi) discourse. Each category demonstrates different mechanisms through which apparent

submission to fate functions as a vehicle for social and political critique.

In the theological discourse, Hafez employs fatalistic language that superficially advocates submission
to divine decree while simultaneously expressing profound dissatisfaction with social injustice and the
prevalence of unworthy individuals in positions of power. Phrases such as "the wheel of fortune favors
the ignorant”" and "why does the celestial sphere nurture the base" reveal underlying protests against
the lack of meritocracy and the systematic oppression characterizing his contemporary society.

The romantic discourse demonstrates how Hafez transforms the conventional notion of bakht (fortune)
into an anthropomorphized force that controls human destiny in matters of love. This personification
mirrors the absolute and unquestionable authority of tyrannical rulers, suggesting that the poet's
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complaints about fortune's capriciousness in romantic affairs serve as coded criticism of political

despotism and arbitrary exercise of power.

Within the mystical discourse, Hafez appropriates established Sufi concepts such as fana' al-af'al
(annihilation of actions), the eternality of divine love, submission and contentment (rida), and divine
grace ('inaya) to construct a counter-narrative that challenges orthodox religious interpretations. By
emphasizing themes such as the "precedence of eternal grace" (sabiqat-i lutf-i azal), he argues against
the judgmental attitudes of religious authorities and promotes a more inclusive understanding of divine

mercy that undermines sectarian exclusivism.

The libertine discourse represents the most radicaltransformation of fatalistic themes, where Hafez
reverses the traditional function of predestination from promoting passive acceptance to justifying
active resistance against religious and social orthodoxy. Through strategic deployment of apparent
antinomian behavior as divinely predetermined, he constructs a sophisticated critique of religious

hypocrisy and authoritarianism while protecting himself from direct persecution.

The study identifies specific linguistic and semantic strategies employed by Hafez to achieve this
discursive transformation. These include the manipulation of floating signifiers, the creation of binary
oppositions that privilege marginalized identities (such as the rind versus the zahid), and the
systematic redefinition of key religious and moral concepts to align with his critical agenda.

Furthermore, the analysis demonstrates how Hafez's apparent fatalism functions as what Michel
Foucault would term a "counter-conduct"—a form of resistance that operates within dominant
discursive frameworks while subtly subverting their intended effects. By adopting the language of
submission and predestination, Hafez creates a safe space for articulating dissent against both political
tyranny and religious orthodoxy.

Conclusion

This discourse analysis reveals that Hafez's fatalistic verses constitute a sophisticated form of encoded
social and political critique rather than genuine advocacy for passive acceptance of fate. Behind the
apparent call for patience and submission lies a carefully constructed counter-discourse designed to
challenge the hegemonic ideologies of his era while avoiding direct confrontation with powerful
religious and political authorities.

The study demonstrates that Hafez employs fatalistic language as a strategic discursive tool to
accomplish several interconnected objectives: undermining the authority of religious orthodoxy,
critiquing political despotism, promoting mystical alternatives to legalistic interpretations of Islam,
and defending the legitimacy of antinomian spiritual practices. Rather than representing genuine
theological determinism, his fatalistic expressions function as vehicles for social transformation and

intellectual resistance.

The implications of these findings extend beyond Hafez studies to broader questions of literary
interpretation and the relationship between text and context in classical Persian poetry. The study

suggests that apparent conformity to dominant ideological frameworks in medieval Islamic literature
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may often conceal sophisticated forms of resistance and critique that require careful analytical

excavation to become visible.

This research contributes to contemporary scholarship by demonstrating the inadequacy of surface-
level readings of classical texts and highlighting the necessity of contextual and discourse-analytical
approaches for understanding the full complexity of literary works produced under conditions of
political and religious repression. The findings challenge conventional characterizations of Hafez as a
passive fatalist and reveal him instead as an engaged intellectual who employed subtle but effective

strategies of  resistance against the oppressive structures of  his time.
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