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Analyzing the Schechner's concept of Actuals with an approach
to the concept of “VAGHE’E” in Islamic mysticism
Azim Hamzeian '/ Seyyed Amir Muhammad Tabatabaei’

For long, Art and Mysticism have been considered two interconnected
concepts believed by some researchers to have a hallowed and enigmatic
element in common. “Theater” is one of the arts that is related to mysticism
and the practical rituals of Sufism in various aspects. In his 1998 book
“Performace Theory” Richard Schechner, a contemporary theorist writes
about a kind of style in connection with performance. The performance of the
“Actual” Schechner is influenced by Mircea Eliade a notable mythologist and
theologian. According to Eliade, while performing religious acts, such as
“The Last Supper of Christ” space and sacred place are key factors in
elevating a person from material and earthly status to the sacred level. Thus,
Richard Schechner believes that when performing certain religious rites, one
can both be present in the earthly realm and place oneself in a spiritual space
and time. As in the case of Islamic mysticism, performing some physical acts
and the presence of “Actual” in the heart of the performance leads to the
mystical event that appears in the heart of the performer. The major
hypothesis in this study is the similarity between the concept of "Actual” in
Richard Schechner’s “Performance Theory” and the concept of "VAGHE’E"
in the views and sayings of Muslim mystics. Our main intention in doing this
study is to first give a brief description of what is being said in the theory of
performance that has been expressed by Richard Schechner And then, by
examining and explaining the views of the Sufis who have presented about
VAGHE’E and have written a book or writing in this regard, we will explore
and delve into the concept of eclecticism. It should be noted that this study
has been done in the form of library studies as well as comparative methods.
Keywords :Performing Art, Islamic Mysticism, Schechner, Actual,
VAGHE’E
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