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Reinterpreting the architecture of Sheikh Safiuddin Ardabili's

collection in relation to archetypes
Elham Parvizi!
Zahralsadat Ardestani?

Abstract: Although the collection of Sheikh Safiuddin Ardabili was
assembled over various periods, historical accounts indicate that the
design of the complex was inspired by the sheikh's son, Sadr al-Din
Musa, who commissioned it from the architect. Within the prevailing
beliefs of the Ilkhanid and Safavid historical periods, this collection can
be interpreted as an unconscious manifestation of Sufism. Conversely,
in Jung's analytical psychology, the archetype of the "individuation
process™ has been proposed, which pertains to spiritual inquiries such as
the meaning of life and the purpose of existence. This archetype can be
juxtaposed with mystical wayfaring within the Islamic tradition. The
objective of this article is to explore whether it is feasible to comprehend
the concept and its objectification within this collection by examining
the archetype of individuation. The approach of sign perception is also
employed in the historical interpretation method. This study aims to
assess the nature and relationship between signs and archetypes in this
context. Findings reveal that the physical structure of the collection was
shaped by the degrees of mysticism and the four stages of the
individuation archetype. By the end of the collection, physical signs
indicate the emergence of the complete individuation archetype.
Keyword: Sheikh Safiuddin Ardabili, archetype, Jung, mysticism,
individuality process
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