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Courtier khirka-wearers: The Causes of The Sufis Tendency to
Courts from the sixth to the ninth century A.H. ...

Esmail Tajbakhsh! / Saeed Moradi?

Abstract: The relationship of people of cloister with the court during
the 6th to 9th centuries AH has taken a path that can be seen as
contradictory to the beliefs held by Sufis prior to the 6th century. This
means that in earlier eras, the speechs and actions of people of cloister
emphasized escaping from centers of power. However, starting from the
6th century, some Sufis began making efforts to facilitate the
relationships between the cloister and the court. This trend became so
prominent that by the 9th century, some Sufis even abandoned practical
Sufism and became involved in court affairs. Chronologically, the 6th
century marks the intersection of these two opposing views in the history
of Sufism, which has been interpreted as a period of transition. During
this period, two types of Sufis emerged in relation to the court. The first
group consists of those who continue to adhere to the beliefs of their
ancestors and warn people of cloister from visiting the court. The second
group comprises Sufis who, in practice, seek to establish a connection
between the cloister and the court, justifying their actions through their
speeches. In this article, the subject is examined by relying on the
sayings of the elders from this period. The article also explores the
reasons that led to this new situation in the history of Sufism.
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