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From Simorgh's Accompany to a Political and Social Critic
(a survey of Attar's political and social thoughts)

Ali Azizii* Davood Sparham 2

Abstract: Attar is undoubtedly an exceptional figure in Iranian and Islamic
mysticism. His creation of valuable works such as Manteq al-Tayr, Elahi
Nameh, and Mosibat Nameh provides sufficient evidence evidence of the
greatness of his thoughts and his esteemed position in mysticism and Sufism.
Despite this, Attar's brilliance in the realm of mysticism and Sufism has
overshadowed his other ideas, including his political and social reflections.
This article aims to elucidate Attar's social and political thoughts using an
analytical-descriptive approach. To achieve this, we will analyze and
examine excerpts from his poems in the context of the mystical school to
which he belonged and within the socio-political landscape of the 6th
century. Firstly, we will assess his works from a social perspective and
explore his stance towards society. Then, we will evaluate the political
dimension of his works by examining two aspects: the foundations of his
political thought and the typology of his political criticisms. Undoubtedly,
research on such topics is crucial due to the significant role and position of
Sufism in Iranian and Islamic civilization. These studies not only uncover
neglected aspects of these texts, which were previously overshadowed by
aesthetic and epistemological considerations, but also contribute to our
understanding of the evolution of political and social thoughts and ideas.
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