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Comparison of the concept of "*self-knowledge™
in the views of Rumi and Jami
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Abstract :"Self-knowledge" is a topic of great significance that has long been
emphasized by ethicists, mystics, and philosophers. Muslim sages and mystics,
drawing from the verses of the Qur'an and hadiths, particularly the well-known
hadith "Whoever knows himself has known his Lord," have regarded the true
knowledge of oneself as the most vital pathway to knowing God. Rumi and
Jami, in their works, especially their mystical poems, have approached the
subject of self-knowledge, highlighting its importance and its transformative
effects in various ways. Rumi considers self-knowledge to be the essence of
all sciences and regards ignorance of the truth as a plague upon humanity. He
believes that inner purification paves the way for attaining the divine truth
within oneself. Jami, a follower of Rumi, also emphasizes the necessity of self-
knowledge in his writings, aiming to attain a state of closeness to the Real.
Through a descriptive-analytical method, findings of this research indicate that
both poets not only emphasize the attainment of truth through self-knowledge
but also outline certain conditions for realizing this goal. Rumi and Jami
believe in divine love as a prelude to relinquishing ego-centeric affairs, and
they propose that individuals can attain their true position through inner
struggle, devotion to acts of worship, seclusion, nightly vigil, nonattachment
to others, and constant contemplation.
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