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Music-related anti-Sharia symbols in mystical literature
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Abstract: Tarab, audition (samaa’), music and their belongings are among
the symbols and metaphors used in mystical literature, which are seemingly
in contrast with the Sharia law. Historical reports suggest that it was after the
era of pious and devout Sufism/Tasawwuf and in the era of formation of
schools of Sufism as Sufis' social order that khangah ceremonies with music
and singing were established among certain sects of Sufis.

Despite the fact that some Sufis were more or less into music and samaa' and
dancing and tarab were common among them, the majority of Sufis used
music, tarab and their belongings, such as samaa' and musical instruments
symbolically and metaphorically. With a descriptive approach and based on
library sources, the present studt investigates the symbolic dimension of
music and musical instruments in mystical literature to analyze what Sufis
really meant by using music-related metaphors in contrast with Sharia and
tries to prove the hypothesis that in most of these symbols and metaphors, the
de facto musician is Allah and pir, spiritual director (morshed), and tarab are
the divine blessing and, sometimes, any order that excites the holy traveler
(salek) toward Him. For instance, Ney symbolizes takhlia and instruments
like the harp and rubab symbolize grief and, on the other hand, daf and sorna
represent wajd, samaa’, and intoxication of the salek according to
wasl (reunion).

Keywords: Mysticism, Persian poetry, anti-Sharia symbols, music, musician
(motreb), tarab, musical instrument
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