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Religious and Economic Function of
Sheikh Ahmad Jami's Miracles in the Saljuq period
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Abstract :Sheikh Ahmad-e Jami, born in Namagh, is widely recognized as
Zhende Peel, one of the most esteemed mystics and Sufi writers of the Saljuq
period. He constructed a Khangha or Sufi lodge in Torbat-e Jam, specifically
designed for gatherings of Sufi brotherhood, spiritual practices, and religious
education. Through his miracles and teachings, he exerted a significant
influence on the social, religious, and political developments of Torbat-e Jam.
His impact was so profound that his tomb remains one of the most renowned
shrines for his followers even today. One strategy employed by certain Sufi
sects to attract more disciples and quell oppenents was to emphasize the
miracles, also known as the Keramat. The recounting of mystics' miracles
served a purpose beyond entertainment and disciples' happiness. It became a
discourse from which Sufis benefited to secure various interests, including
religious and economic ones. This research is based on the book "The Virtues
of Zende Pil" written by Mohammad Ghazali, which delineates the virtues and
miracles of Sheikh Ahmad Jam. The description and analysis of historical data
and sources show that from the religious point of view, Sufi sects, also known
as tarigas, benefited from the discourse of miracle in order to persuade
opponents and disciples against their religious and sectarian rivals. From an
economic perspective, the substantial growth of Khanghas and disciples during
the Seljuk period necessitated significant financial resources to provide for
their daily needs. This fostered connections between different social and
political groups, for which the Sheikh's Keramat served as a proper means for
willingly accepting the financial aid of these groups. This research was done
by descriptive-analytical method.
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