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The reflection of the components of Christianity
in the animal symbols of Shams’s ghazaliyat

Roghaye Aliani *
Ali Safayi

Abstract: the infrastructure of the social environment affects the
subconscious of each person. By using the existing codes in an
environment and culture, one can achieve the intellectual space of poets
and writers. In this type of codes, the reference of the text is to the
outside and the living environment; Therefore, considering the fact that
part of the people of Konya were Christians at that time and the cultural
and social context of that city, it is possible to analyze the extent and
quality of the influence of Christian culture in the animal symbols of
Shams' sonnets by examining Rumi's poems. The results of this research
show that the most important manifestations of Christianity lies in
animal symbols, the categories of Christ's Ascension, Messianic breath,
baptism and Christian beliefs, which Rumi takes help from these models
to express and spread the pure thoughts of Islamic mysticism. Based on
this, the ascension with the model of return to the truth, the messianic
breath with the model of divine love and fertility, baptism with the
model of passage and the cultivation of the soul and Satan in Christianity
with the Islamic model of self-importance have a meaning that each of
these concepts have been displayed in Divan i Shams, using animal
symbols.

Keywords: Shams's ghazaliyat, animal symbol, components of
Christianity
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