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This study analyzes the system of spiritual waystations in Ibn ‘Arabi’s theoretical
mysticism, with particular emphasis on the foundational role of the Divine Names in the
formation and structure of mystical stations. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach
and drawing systematically on Ibn ‘Arabi’s primary writings, particularly al-Futthat al-
Makkiyya, the study demonstrates that mystical stations are, in essence, manifestations of
the gradual theophany of the Divine Names at different levels of the seeker’s being. The
formation of these stations takes place through a dynamic interaction between the
theophanies of the Divine Names and the seeker’s spiritual development, whereby each
Divine Name, through its descent into the various levels of existence, gives rise to a
particular station along the path of spiritual realization. This process unfolds through three
fundamental stages: initial attachment to the Divine Name (ta‘alluq), inward realization
of the Divine Name (tahaqquq), and complete embodiment of its ethical and spiritual
qualities (takha lluq). The study further demonstrates that each spiritual station possesses
three degrees—general, particular, and most particular—which correspond, respectively,
to the levels of Divine active, attributive, and essential theophany, as well as to the
existential capacity of the spiritual seeker. Ultimately, the study argues that a precise
understanding of this formative structure provides a central framework for comprehending
the overall process of mystical wayfaring and illuminates the inseparable relationship
between theoretical and practical mysticism in Ibn “Arabi’s thought.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In Ibn ‘Arabi’s mystical system, the spiritual journey of the human being toward God is articulated
through a complex hierarchy of states, stations, and waystations, each representing a particular stage in
the seeker’s existential, spiritual, and epistemic transformation. These stations cannot be reduced to
ethical prescriptions or transient psychological experiences. Rather, within Ibn ‘Arabi’s ontology, they
are closely connected to the Divine Names and constitute concrete manifestations of Divine theophany
within the different levels of the seeker’s being. Since the Divine Names constitute the principles
through which the multiplicity of existence is manifested, they also provide the ontological foundations
for the seeker’s spiritual ascent. Accordingly, the relationship between the Divine Names and spiritual
wayfaring constitutes a fundamental point of intersection between theoretical and practical mysticism
in Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought.

Previous studies have examined the role of the Divine Names in mystical practice, particularly through
concepts such as ta“alluq (attachment), tahaqquq (realization), takha lluq (embodiment), the theophanies
of the Divine Names, and the servitude associated with the Divine Names. Nevertheless, the structural
relationship between these theophanies and the formation and gradation of mystical stations has received
comparatively limited systematic attention. The present study therefore seeks to clarify how the Divine
Names function as formative principles of spiritual stations and waystations and how their theophanies
correspond to different degrees of the seeker’s spiritual realization. Using a descriptive-analytical
method and relying primarily on Ibn ‘Arab1’s al-Futiihat al-Makkiyya and Fusts al-Hikam, the study
reconstructs the formative logic underlying the system of spiritual wayfaring in his thought.

Research Findings

The findings demonstrate, first, that the Divine Names constitute a fundamental ontological basis for
spiritual wayfaring. Just as the Divine Names, through their descending manifestation, provide the
principles for the constitution of the cosmos and its levels of existence, they appear in the ascending
movement of the seeker as spiritual waystations and stations. Each station may therefore be understood
as a locus in which a particular Divine Name becomes manifest in accordance with the seeker’s
existential capacity and preparedness. In this sense, spiritual wayfaring represents a reciprocal

movement between the descent of Divine theophany and the ascent of the seeker toward God.

The study further distinguishes between manzil (waystation) and magam (station). A waystation denotes
a stage through which the seeker passes during the spiritual journey, whereas a station indicates a degree
in which the seeker has attained a relatively stable realization. Thus, a waystation becomes a station
when the Divine quality associated with it becomes firmly established in the seeker. Ibn ‘Arabi’s
conception of munazala provides the key to understanding this process. Munazala designates a spiritual
encounter in which the descent of the Divine Name toward the seeker coincides with the seeker’s ascent
toward God. The waystation consequently emerges at the point where these two movements meet. Every
waystation may therefore be regarded as a spiritual locus whose “heart” is a particular Divine Name.
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The findings also indicate that the relationship between the Divine Names and spiritual stations can be
analyzed along three interconnected dimensions: ontological, anthropological, and epistemological.
Ontologically, the stations are loci of the manifestation of the Divine Names. Anthropologically, they
represent stages in which the seeker progressively embodies the qualities associated with those Names.
Epistemologically, each theophany opens a corresponding level of spiritual perception and knowledge
by removing particular veils and disclosing a new horizon of Divine reality. The heart occupies a central
position within these three dimensions, functioning as the locus in which Divine theophanies are

received and transformed into stable spiritual qualities and stations.

Another major finding concerns the gradation of spiritual stations according to three levels of Divine
theophany: active, attributive, and essential. These levels correspond to three classes of seekers—al-
‘amma (the general), al-khassa (the particular), and khusts al-khuss (the most particular)—and can also
be related to the three levels of Islam, faith, and spiritual excellence (ihsan). At the first level, the seeker
is primarily related to Divine Names through outward acts and ritual practices. This corresponds to the
level of Islam and to the active theophanies of the Divine Names. At the second level, the Divine Names
become inwardly realized in the heart, corresponding to faith and to attributive theophanies. At the
highest level, the seeker becomes fully characterized by the Divine qualities, corresponding to ihsan and
to essential theophany.

The study further identifies a significant triadic relationship among the Divine Names Allah, al-Rabb,
and al-Rahman; the levels of Islam, faith, and ihsan; and the existential domains of mulk, jabarit, and
malakdt. In this framework, each spiritual station can be examined according to the particular Divine
Name governing it and according to the level at which its reality is manifested. Ibn ‘Arabi’s discussion
of the station of wara“ (scrupulousness) provides a particularly clear example: at the bodily level, it
concerns abstention from sensory and legal prohibitions; at the imaginal level, it involves purification
of representations and dreams; and at the spiritual level, it entails refraining from imposing
interpretations upon unseen theophanies.

A further finding is that the formation and development of a spiritual station occur through three
successive stages: ta‘allug, tahaqquq, and takha llug. In the first stage, the seeker turns toward a
particular Divine Name in response to a need or spiritual orientation. The relationship remains
temporary, and once the intended benefit is obtained, the Name withdraws and the seeker returns to his
previous station. In the second stage, the Divine Name remains with the seeker and governs his spiritual
transformation, gradually leading him toward the reality signified by that Name. In the third and highest
stage, the Divine Name carries the seeker toward its referent, resulting in the seeker’s complete
embodiment of the corresponding Divine quality. At this point, the waystation becomes a stable station
and, ultimately, a spiritual abode (mawtin).

The example of the station of patience (sabr) illustrates this structure particularly well. The Divine Name
al-Sabir encounters and interacts with the seeker’s capacity for patience, which is shaped both by the
seeker’s innate Divine-name configuration and by spiritual discipline. Patience can consequently appear
at three levels: the patience of the general seekers, associated with active theophany and outward
practice; the patience of the particular seekers, associated with attributive theophany and inward
realization; and the patience of the most particular seekers, associated with essential theophany and
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existential transformation. Thus, the same station does not necessarily have the same depth or degree

for all seekers.

Conclusion

The study concludes that, in Ibn ‘Arab1’s mystical system, spiritual stations and waystations are neither
isolated ethical stages nor merely subjective psychological states. They constitute manifestations of the
Divine Names within the ascending movement of the seeker and emerge through the reciprocal
interaction between Divine attraction and human spiritual striving. The Divine Names therefore function
simultaneously as the ontological principles, formative agents, guides, and ultimate horizons of mystical
wayfaring.

The threefold process of ta‘alluqg, tahaqquq, and takha lluq provides a coherent model for explaining
how a transient relationship with a Divine Name develops into inward realization and ultimately into
stable embodiment of its corresponding quality. Likewise, the correspondence among active, attributive,
and essential theophanies and the three degrees of general, particular, and most particular seekers offers
a framework for explaining the varying depths of a given spiritual station. This model demonstrates that
the structure of mystical wayfaring is simultaneously ontological, anthropological, and epistemological.
Accordingly, understanding the Divine Names as the foundation of spiritual stations makes it possible
to establish a systematic relationship between Ibn ‘Arabi’s theoretical account of Divine manifestation
and his practical account of spiritual realization. The findings suggest that the study of the Divine Names
is therefore indispensable for a comprehensive understanding of mystical wayfaring in Ibn ‘Arabi’s
thought and provides a potentially fruitful conceptual framework for future comparative studies of

Islamic and other mystical traditions.
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