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This article examines the applicability of Steven Katz’s views on mystical and aesthetic
experiences within the context of Islamic art. Katz, a prominent figure in the constructivist
approach to the study of mysticism, emphasizes the contextual nature of muystical
experiences and their variation across different mystical traditions. His perspective
contrasts with the views commonly presented in Islamic mysticism. Given that Islamic art
serves as a manifestation of mystical experience within Islamic mysticism, it provides a
fertile ground for comparing these two frameworks. The primary question addressed in this
study is: if Islamic art is interpreted through the lens of constructivists like Steven Katz and
their theories on mystical experiences, to what extent can aesthetic experiences within
Islamic art align with their contextualist approach? What similarities and differences
library and
documentary sources, this research reveals significant parallels and profound compatibility

emerge? Conducted through a descriptive-analytical method using
between Katz’s perspective and Islamic art. Furthermore, the contextual approach to the
aesthetic experiences of Islamic art offers a compelling explanation for the fundamental
distinctions between this tradition and the artistic schools of other mystical systems.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

This study adopts a mystical perspective on Islamic art, interpreting it as a manifestation of the artist's
mystical experience or intuition. It examines how Steven Katz's constructivist approach to mystical
experiences relates to aesthetic experience in Islamic art, particularly exploring whether his context-
dependent view aligns with or contradicts Islamic artistic tradition. This research investigates the
relationship between mystical experience as understood in Islamic tradition and Katz's theoretical
framework, with a particular focus on its connection to the creation and appreciation of Islamic art.

Research Findings
The study reveals several key findings including:

1. Contextual Framework:

- Islamic art strongly reflects its religious and mystical context, aligning with Katz's emphasis on the
importance of religious background in shaping mystical experiences.

- The role of spiritual mentorship in both the Islamic art tradition and Katz's understanding of mystical
experience reveals significant parallels.

- The absence of representational art in Islamic tradition can be understood through Katz's framework
of context-dependent experiences.

2. Experiential Dimensions:

- The distinction between immediate and mediated experiences in Islamic art corresponds to Katz's
understanding of mystical experiences.

- The concept of "unity with the Divine" in Islamic art aligns with Katz's notion of unitive experiences.
- The role of religious texts and traditions in shaping artistic expression supports Katz's view of the
inseparability of experience from religious context.

3. Artistic Expression:

- Islamic artistic traditions demonstrate how religious and mystical contexts shape aesthetic
expression.

- The use of geometric patterns and abstract forms in Islamic art reflects specific theological and
mystical understandings.

- The relationship between form and meaning in Islamic art supports Katz's view of the constructed
nature of mystical experiences.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Katz's constructivist approach provides a valuable framework for
understanding Islamic art's aesthetic experience. His emphasis on the role of religious and cultural
context in shaping mystical experiences helps explain both the uniqueness of Islamic art and its
consistency within the Islamic mystical tradition. The present research suggests that viewing Islamic
art through Katz's theoretical lens offers insights into why Islamic art developed its distinctive
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characteristics and how they relate to broader patterns of mystical experience within the Islamic
tradition.
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- Dercon, Chris and, Krempel, Leon and, Shalem, Avinoam (2011), The Future of

Tradition-Tradition of the Future, Prestel press.

- Katz, Steven T (1978), Language, epistemology, and mysticism, in Katz 1978.
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- Katz, Steven T (1983), The conservative character of mystical experience, in Katz
1983.

- Katz, Steven T (1992) “Ethics and mysticism in eastern mystical traditions”, in
Religious Studies 28, Nr 2, Cambridge University Press 1992.

- Kimmel, Monica (2008), an evaluation of Steven T. Katz’s argument against a
common core in mysticism and mystical experience, Department of religious
studies, theology and classical philology, university of Gothenburg.

- Katz, Steven T (2013), Comparative mysticism: an anthology of original sources,
Oxford University press.
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