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Time occupies a foundational position in the Quran, Islamic philosophy, and Islamic
mysticism, and within each tradition it has been analyzed through hierarchical levels such
as Zaman (sequential time), Dahr (perpetual time), and Sarmad (eternity). While various
Islamic thinkers have proposed classifications of these levels, a precise mapping of
Quranic concepts onto their philosophical and mystical counterparts has received
insufficient scholarly attention. This study aims to provide a comparative analysis of the
three principal levels of time across the Quran, Islamic philosophy, and Islamic mysticism,
addressing the question of how the temporal structure of the Quran corresponds to its
philosophical and intuitive counterparts. The research employs an analytical-comparative
methodology grounded in the conceptual analysis of Quranic verses. The findings
demonstrate that a profound understanding of the levels of time can reveal new
ontological, educational, and intuitive dimensions of human existence. In the Quran, the
“present moment” is presented as the pivotal axis of spiritual wayfaring and human moral
development; in Islamic philosophy, time is intrinsically linked to motion and the
gradations of being; and in mysticism, the Hal-e Arfani (mystical moment) constitutes a
fourth dimension of spiritual experience. The principal contribution of this study is the
formulation of a four-layered model of temporal levels that, beyond theoretical analysis,
carries practical and spiritual implications. The findings further indicate that knowledge
of these levels not only provides a more precise understanding of resurrection (Qiyamah)
and eschatology (Ma’ad), but also guides the spiritual wayfarer (salik) in orienting their

path of inner wayfaring and intuitive realization.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of time has occupied a central position in philosophical, theological, and mystical
discussions throughout human intellectual history. In Islamic thought, time is not merely a physical
measure of change or motion; it is also a significant metaphysical and spiritual category closely
connected with creation, human existence, and the relationship between humanity and God. The Qur’an
employs various temporal concepts and expressions, each conveying a particular dimension of reality.
Terms such as yawm (day), dahr (age or eternity), ajal (appointed term), and sa‘ah (the Hour) indicate
that the Qur’anic understanding of time extends beyond ordinary chronological measurement.

Islamic philosophers likewise devoted considerable attention to the nature of time. Ibn Sina explained
time as the measure of motion, following and refining the Aristotelian tradition. Later, Mulla Sadra
transformed the discussion through his theory of substantial motion, arguing that time is intrinsically
connected with the continuous existential movement of material beings. In addition, Muslim
philosophers distinguished between the levels of time, dahr, and sarmad, thereby establishing a
hierarchical ontology of temporal reality.

Islamic mysticism offers yet another perspective. Mystics emphasize the existential experience of the
present moment (hal) and regard true spiritual realization as a form of liberation from attachment to past
and future. Consequently, time becomes a spiritual reality rather than merely a physical phenomenon.
Despite the richness of these discussions, few studies have systematically compared Qur’anic,
philosophical, and mystical approaches. This study seeks to fill that gap by proposing an integrated
model of temporal levels in Islamic thought.

Research Findings

The analysis of Qur’anic verses demonstrates that temporal concepts possess multiple semantic layers.
The term yawm is not restricted to a twenty-four-hour period. In different contexts, it may refer to
ordinary earthly time, historical epochs, stages of creation, or eschatological realities. Similarly, dahr
refers to a broader temporal horizon that transcends ordinary human experience and points toward
deeper existential dimensions.

From a philosophical perspective, Muslim thinkers developed a hierarchical understanding of temporal
reality. Ibn Sina viewed time as inseparable from motion and change. According to him, time functions
as the quantitative measure through which movement becomes intelligible. Mulla Sadra expanded this
framework by arguing that motion is not limited to accidental changes but extends to the very substance
of material existence. As a result, time is rooted in the ontological structure of the material world itself.
Another major philosophical contribution is the distinction between time, dahr, and sarmad. Time
belongs to the material realm characterized by motion and change. Dahr represents a higher ontological
level associated with immaterial realities that transcend temporal succession. Sarmad denotes absolute
eternity and is attributed exclusively to the Divine Being. This tripartite framework allows philosophers
to explain the relationship between finite existence and eternal reality.

The mystical tradition approaches the issue from an experiential standpoint. Mystics emphasize the
concept of hal, the state of spiritual presence in which the seeker encounters divine reality directly. In
such moments, ordinary temporal distinctions lose their significance. The spiritual traveler becomes
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detached from anxiety about the future and regret over the past, focusing instead on immediate
awareness of God. In this sense, mystical experience bridges the gap between temporal existence and
transcendent reality.

A comparative examination of these perspectives reveals a significant degree of conceptual
convergence. Although the Qur’an, philosophy, and mysticism employ different languages and
methodologies, all three affirm that reality cannot be reduced to ordinary chronological time.

Each perspective recognizes higher levels of existence beyond physical temporality and points toward
an ultimate reality grounded in divine eternity.

Conclusion

The present study demonstrates that the concept of time in Islamic thought is multidimensional and
hierarchical. Qur’anic discourse, Islamic philosophy, and Islamic mysticism each provide
complementary insights into the nature of temporal reality. The Qur’an introduces diverse temporal
concepts that transcend ordinary chronology; philosophy explains the ontological structure of time
through the categories of time, dahr, and sarmad; and mysticism highlights the experiential dimension
of temporal transcendence through the notion of hal.

Based on the comparative analysis, a four-level model of time may be proposed: natural time, historical-
existential time, dahr, and sarmad. These levels correspond to different dimensions of reality and reflect
humanity’s movement from material existence toward spiritual perfection and divine proximity.
Furthermore, the findings indicate that temporal concepts in Islamic thought possess important
educational and eschatological functions. They encourage self-discipline, moral responsibility, spiritual
awareness, and preparation for ultimate accountability before God. Consequently, the Islamic
understanding of time should be viewed not only as a theoretical doctrine but also as a practical

framework for human development and spiritual transformation
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