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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The relationship between the intellect and mystical knowledge has been a subject of ongoing debate in
Islamic intellectual history. The frequent use of phrases like "beyond the realm of intellect” (wara
tawr al- ‘aql) by mystics has led some scholars, particularly W.T. Stace, to conclude that mysticism is
inherently anti-rational. However, this view requires careful examination, especially in light of Ibn
‘ArabT's sophisticated treatment of the topic in al-Futiihat al-Makkiyya. This research investigates Ibn
‘Arab1's understanding of the relationship between the intellect and mystical knowledge through a
detailed analysis of his writings.

Research Findings

This study identifies three key aspects of Ibn ‘Arabi's position on the relationship between the intellect
and mysticism:

1. Limitation Rather Than Opposition:

Ibn ‘Arabi maintains that the intellect's inability to independently access mystical knowledge reflects
its natural limitations rather than fundamental opposition. He distinguishes between the intellect's
receptive capacity (gabiil) and its acquisitive function (kasb). While the intellect cannot independently
acquire mystical knowledge, it can receive and process such knowledge when obtained through
mystical experience.

2. The Role of Imagination:

Ibn ‘Arabi assigns imagination (khayal) a crucial role as an intermediary faculty between the intellect
and mystical knowledge. Imagination serves two essential functions:

- It provides forms to spiritual meanings, making them accessible to rational understanding.

- It refines sensory experiences, preparing them for spiritual apprehension.

3. Hierarchical Integration:

Rather than positing an antagonistic relationship, Ibn “Arabi presents a hierarchical integration of
rational and mystical knowledge. He argues that the intellect, when properly developed, recognizes its
limitations and becomes receptive to higher forms of knowledge. This recognition marks the
beginning of mystical understanding rather than the negation of rational capabilities.

This study also examines Ibn ‘Arabi's treatment of the apparent contradictions between rational and
mystical knowledge. He argues that such paradoxical inconsistencies often arise from the intellect's
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improper application of sensory-based logic to supra-sensory realities, rather than from genuine
logical contradictions.

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that Ibn ‘Arabi's position on the relationship between the intellect and
mysticism is more sophisticated than what either purely rationalist or anti-rationalist viewpoints
suggest. He advocates for a complementary rather than antagonistic relationship, where the intellect's
recognition of its limitations becomes a prerequisite for accessing higher forms of knowledge. The
imagination plays a crucial mediating role in this relationship, bridging the gap between rational and
mystical ways of understanding.
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