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The path of perfection in Islamic mysticism is among the fundamental topics of spiritual
wayfaring that has been systematically and precisely addressed in the prominent work
Manazil al-Sa'irin authored by Khwaja 'Abdullah Ansari. This research aims to analyze
the spiritual structure of this book and evaluate the logical coherence of its hundred
stages, examining whether the presented order can serve as a comprehensive model
conforming to Islamic teachings for mystical wayfaring. The research method is
descriptive-analytical, based on studying the text, comparing it with similar mystical
works, and examining primary Islamic sources such as the Qur'an and Sunna. First, the
subject's position in Islamic mysticism is explained, then theoretical foundations and
background are examined, and subsequently, the order of stages is analyzed and measured
against Islamic principles. Research findings show that although the book's structure
possesses apparent coherence, some stages suffer from logical ambiguity and complete
harmony with Islamic principles is not observed. Nevertheless, Manazil al-Sa'irin remains
a valuable work in the history of Islamic mysticism and can serve as a suitable foundation
for deeper research in the field of mystical wayfaring. The study examines commentaries
by 'Abd al-Razzaq Kashant and Sa'id al-Din Farghani on the text, revealing their attempts

to impose systematic interpretations that may not fully reflect Khwaja's original intent.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Analysis of the path of spiritual transformation in Islamic mystical texts, including Manazil al-Sa'irin
by Khwaja 'Abdullah Ansari, plays an important role in better understanding mystical teachings and
their relationship with religious doctrines. The main problem of this research is examining the
correctness and coherence of the hundred-stage order presented in this work and its capability as a model
for spiritual wayfaring. While many previous mystical texts have dealt with generalities, Khwaja
'Abdullah in this work has systematically detailed the stages of wayfaring.

The book was written in the final years of Khwaja's life and can be considered representative of the peak
of his thought and maturity. The introduction to Manazil al-Sa'irtn explains the reason for composing
this book as well as Khwaja's method. The main text is divided into ten sections, each containing ten
chapters. The book addresses spiritual stations similarly to Sad Maydan (Hundred Fields), but Khwaja
appears to have revised his materials from Sad Maydan after nearly three decades, making extensive

changes to produce Manazil al-Sa'irin.
Research Findings

Structure and Organization: The book possesses remarkable numerical order—ten sections each
containing ten chapters, with discussion of three wayfaring stages in each chapter. This gives the book
an extraordinary system. Khwaja is committed to explaining all materials in three sentences,
demonstrating his sensitivity to maintaining numerical order—an iron-clad system. The ten-part
structure and division of each part into ten chapters, along with discussion of three levels in each chapter,
has given the book a strange order.

Analysis of Ascending Order: The first four sections of the book—beginnings (bidayat), doors
(abwab), transactions (mu'amalat), and ethics (akhlaq)—clearly possess an ascending order.
"Beginnings" includes stations like awakening (yaqza), repentance (tawba), and reflection (tafakkur)
that prepare the wayfarer for entering the path. "Doors" such as grief (huzn) and fear (khawf) are
gateways for passage into the realm of inner wayfaring. "Transactions" and "ethics" address inner
purification. "Principles" (ustl) and "valleys" (awdiya) are tools and difficult valleys of wayfaring.
"States" (ahwal), "sainthoods" (wilayat), "realities" (haqa'iq), and "ends" (nihayat) indicate results,

visions, and ultimate peaks.

Comparison with Sad Maydan: When comparing the order in Manazil al-Sa'irin with Sad Maydan,
we find that the order is not completely maintained in the second book. Although there are 25 different
titles between the two books, similar titles are also found. In some cases, similar titles in both books
appear in close sequence, but in other cases there are unexplainable differences in order, and one cannot
claim that observance of station order similar to Sad Maydan was intended in Manazil al-Sa'irin.

Farghani's Interpretation: Sa'ld al-Din Farghani, influenced by the prophetic tradition "Islam, Faith,
Excellence" and Ibn 'ArabT's interpretation, portrays the structure of wayfaring in three major stages: (1)
Islam stage—wayfarer distances from worldly desires, corresponding to beginnings, doors, and

transactions; (2) Faith stage—connection with the inner and moral reform, equivalent to ethics and
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principles; (3) Excellence stage—unitary witnessing and annihilation in divine essence, depicted in

valleys, states, sainthoods, realities, and ends.

However, Farghant's view faces several serious problems: interpretive reading influenced by Ibn 'Arabi1
more than faithful analysis of Khwaja's text; division of stations into "primary" and "secondary" without
textual basis; incompatibility with Muhy1 al-Din's wayfaring structure; and lack of sufficient analysis in

references between stations.

Kashani's Analysis: 'Abd al-Razzaq Kashani attempted to explain the structure through a batini
(esoteric) approach, dividing human interiority into six levels and establishing correspondence with
Khwaja's ten sections. However, his analysis faces problems: innovation of ten-part division without
traditional precedent; lack of logical analysis for station relationships; mixture of commentary and
interpretation; and ultimately presenting more of a personal and esoteric interpretation of mystical
wayfaring than reflection of Khwaja's scheme.

Structural Criticisms: Several criticisms have been raised regarding Khwaja's scheme: (1)
mathematical order in division may oversimplify the actual complex picture of spiritual wayfaring; (2)
ambiguity in titles and concepts used in sections and stations; (3) placement of some stations in
inappropriate sections; (4) lack of clear distinction between maqamat (permanent states) and ahwal

(transient states); (5) insufficient explanation of station order and relationships.
Conclusion

Analysis of Khwaja 'Abdullah’s scheme requires attention to his personality and scholarly
characteristics. As an admonishing orator, Khwaja placed great importance on the effect of his words
on audiences. He was not only accomplished in poetry and melodious speech but his writings clearly
possess rhymed prose (saj') and mathematical order. These characteristics led him to design orderly
systems among stations and fields of wayfaring, designing this pattern in two periods of his life, both in
youth and old age.

This precision in ordering wayfaring stages not only lacks probabilistic calculation compatibility but
represents a novel and innovative view of human existential layers and their ascending levels not
observed in mystical thought before him and not similarly proposed after him. Comparison between the
hundred stages in Khwaja 'Abdullah's two books shows numerous differences appearing in interpreting
these stages. These differences clearly show that Khwaja's view should be analyzed more within the
framework of literary elegance and aesthetics than mystical precision and vision.

This important point in concluding from these analyses is that we should pay more attention to literary
and artistic aspects, as this scheme relates more to Khwaja's rhetorical style and art than to a precise
philosophical system in wayfaring. Nevertheless, this systematization, though accompanied by
deficiencies, is considered one of the most important efforts to classify wayfaring stages in Islamic

mysticism.
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