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According to the definition adopted in this article, ethical life refers to a lifestyle and
individual-social conduct faithful to well-known and accepted moral intuitions, principles,
or norms. On this basis, the interpretation of specific behavior or a persistent practice that
contradicts the common understanding of ethics while simultaneously being presented as a
phenomenon faithful to ethics is recognized as an inverted narration of ethical life. In the
present study, a narrative from Rumi's Fihi ma Fihi is presented, and the inversion of
ethical life in this narrative is examined from a critical perspective. Rumi's moral purpose
in presenting the story and its inverted reflection of consequences can be analyzed through
the following results: (a) From the narrator's viewpoint, a flexible yet world-governing will
rules over human actions, and understanding the mystery of this will is possible through
intuitive and aesthetic means. (b) It is by presupposing this will that one can judge
successful and unsuccessful individuals and place their actions on the seat of moral
judgment. (c¢) The narrative in question, by dismissing human will, causes the denial of
moral responsibility and confirms its dissolution into a fatalistic mystical disposition. (d)
This same inverted narration, appropriate to the rhetorical goals of the orator, is considered

a persistent cause in weakening mystical ethics.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The relationship between ethics and mysticism has become a subject of considerable scholarly
attention in recent years, particularly regarding the ethical systems of prominent mystics in the
historical tradition of the Islamic world. Rumi, as both a mystical poet and orator, is renowned for
presenting narratives and stories that convey mystical themes. His intention in narrating stories
involves the empathetic storytelling of a particular lifestyle, along with advocacy for this way of life—
essentially the development and repetition of a lived experience. This refers to a lifestyle replete with
mystical perspective and reflecting the charter of mystical life, or in equivalent terms, representing
"mystical ethics."

This research focuses on a specific narrative from Rumi's Fihi ma Fihi that contains particular moral
themes. The article examines whether one can explore traditional relationships between ethics and
mysticism or open new horizons for understanding this relationship. While attending to the mystical
perspective and desired mystical lifestyle—which in this article is recognized as mystical ethics—the
critical analysis of this ethical system from a specific angle constitutes the article's primary aim. The
research does not seek to impose a discourse external to what Rumi was committed to, but rather
focuses on the ambiguous points or crooked lines of that very discourse desired by Rumi as reflected
in this mystical-ethical system.

The research employs the concept of "ethical life" as a central analytical tool, defined as a lifestyle
faithful to well-known and accepted moral principles or norms. Any teaching or learning that
contradicts stable moral qualities and calls for living in a manner contrary to recognized moral
standards will also contradict ethical life. In narrating ethical life, such teachings reflect this way of
living as crooked and inverted. Based on this definition, Rumi's narrative, despite attempting to be
ethical, negates ethical life and, more precisely, presents an inverted interpretation of ethical life.

Research Findings

The article analyzes a specific narrative from Fthi ma Fihi in which Rumi describes Genghis Khan's
rise to power as resulting from divine favor following a period of prayer and seclusion. According to
the narrator, Genghis Khan's military conquests and territorial victories were due to God's grace
bestowed upon him after ten days of fasting and supplication in a cave. The narrator suggests that the
current tyranny of the Mongols results from their forgetting this hidden divine favor, which will also
be resolved through God's grace for the benefit of the oppressed people.

However, this narrative conflicts with historical accounts of Genghis Khan's gradual tribal growth and
military successes achieved through a process involving audacity and strategic military action rather
than divine intervention following prayer. The article argues that Rumi's narrative, while departing
from historical accuracy (which might be acceptable within the context of storytelling), is neither
appropriate nor accurate from an ethical standpoint and ultimately fails in its moral purpose.

The research identifies three fundamental problems with this narrative's presentation of ethical life:
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First, regarding foundation: The unwritten and incomprehensible role of supplication in determining
individual and collective destiny. The narrative suggests that if, instead of striving for stable self-
cultivation and repairing individual and collective deficiencies, one relies on supplication to God,
victories and successes will be closer. From a purely ethical perspective, and in terms of the
educational impact of this attitude and approach, the effect of supplication is not deep or long-term
enough to credit it with moral education or social success. Ethics revolves around effort and endeavor
that separates it from unrelated fortunes.

Second, regarding criteria: The absence of a standard for distinguishing morally right from wrong. The
narrator adopts what might be called the "winning horse" position, waiting for an individual or people
to triumph before speaking of God's grace in determining their fate. According to the narrator's
approach in presenting this story, there is no hope for a specific criterion for distinguishing good from
bad character and actions. Every victorious people must initially be recognized as God's chosen, and
when their oppression exceeds people's capacity, one must still look to God's invisible hand to
suppress them.

Third, regarding consequences: The denial of responsibility and acceptance of fate. What can be
inferred from analyzing Rumi's narrative is an intentional or unintentional tendency to deny
responsibility for human action and accept fate as the main factor in determining the destiny of
individuals and peoples. Where destiny is written by a source outside human will, the dismissal of
responsibility will be inscribed. The narrator seems not to fully attend to the consequences of his
words, turning away from the principle that ethics worthy of emulation and prescription must be
defensible in terms of foundation and acceptable in terms of consequences.

The article examines the rhetorical dimension of mystical ethics, analyzing how the narrative strategy
employed in Fihi ma Fithi—despite its probable aim of moral influence—lacks ethical characteristics
in terms of both foundation and result. It treats moral achievements as dependent on remembrance,
lamentation, and emotional influence between humans and their transcendent, self-governing sphere.
This inverted narration, despite its reversed outcome, was intended in its purpose and initial
calculation to convey moral themes, but has borne the burden of inverting ethical life due to rhetorical
error. This rhetorical error stems from reliance on the immediate impact of a mind-boggling story on
the audience.

Conclusion

The narrative presented in Fihi ma Fihi, with the probable aim of moral influence, lacks ethical
characteristics in terms of both foundation and result. The research demonstrates that one of the most
serious criticisms of mystical ethics becomes clear through this analysis: disciple-cultivating influence
through storytelling and narration that is sometimes confused, crooked, and vulgar. The article
suggests that mystical ethics needs to present its content and themes appropriately for today's audience
understanding and avoid propaganda that is critically rejected by the audience.

This new approach in presenting mystical ethics can link mysticism with modern civil life and pave
the way for expanding the positive but neglected and sometimes marginalized aspects of this ethical
tradition. The article concludes that with a narrative close to the reality of ethical life, committed to
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civil coexistence and avoiding the norm-breaking common among some Sufis, mystical ethics can be
reconstructed or selected to still provide space and expression for today's audience—with the
condition that mystical stories are chosen for better living, not for exciting the audience. The research
contributes to the ongoing scholarly discussion about the relationship between ethics and mysticism,
particularly in how mystical narratives can be critically evaluated for their ethical content and impact
on moral education.
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