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Muslim mystics have employed various allegories and imagery to explain and illustrate
different mystical concepts. Images derived from nature and the living environment of
their audience were more suitable for conveying these concepts effectively.
Consequently, the entry and exit of light particles through the apertures of domed houses
has become one of the images used as a foundation for expressing some of the most
important themes in mystical texts. This research examines why mystics were inclined
toward "light" in ontological discussions and their use of "light and aperture” imagery. A
descriptive-analytical examination of some of the most significant themes depicted
through "light and aperture” imagery reveals concepts such as: the creation of the world
through divine light, the light of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and the creation of the
material world, the descent of spirits in the form of light particles and their longing to
return to their origin, the inspiration of love and knowledge in the heart, the
conceptualization of body and world as a windowless house, the necessity of struggling
against the self, and the role of spiritual guides and Sama (spiritual dance) in this context.
It appears that, in addition to the ancient Iranian ontological background of light,
interpretations of the Verse of Light and the Hadith "The first thing God created was my
light," the conception of knowledge as light, the living environment of mystics in domed
houses with apertures, along with common beliefs about the celestial dome and the
inclination of light particles toward the sun, and the understanding of the heart as the seat
of knowledge and love, have all influenced the formation of imagery derived from "light
and aperture.”
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The use of imagery has been a fundamental tool for Muslim mystics to convey complex spiritual
concepts in Persian mystical texts. Among these powerful images, the "light and aperture" (niir va
rowzan) imagery stands as a particularly significant and recurrent motif throughout the tradition. This
study examines the origins, development, and varied applications of this imagery in Persian mystical
literature, focusing on how it has been employed to articulate some of the most profound ontological
and epistemological concepts in Islamic mysticism.

The research investigates why Muslim mystics were particularly drawn to light imagery in their
ontological discussions and how the specific image of light passing through an aperture became a
versatile tool for expressing various mystical themes. The prevalence of this imagery can be traced to
several important factors: the significance of light in ancient Iranian cosmology; interpretations of
Quranic verses, particularly the Verse of Light (Ayat al-Niir, 24:35) and the Prophetic hadith "The first
thing God created was my light"; the lived experience of mystics in architectural spaces featuring domed
roofs with central apertures; and the widespread understanding of knowledge and divine inspiration as
forms of illumination.

The primary research questions addressed in this study include: What are the historical and conceptual
origins of "light and aperture™ imagery in Persian mystical texts? Which key mystical themes and
doctrines are most frequently expressed through this imagery? How does this imagery function as a
bridge between abstract spiritual concepts and the concrete experiential world of the audience? And how
does this imagery reveal the underlying coherence of mystical thought across various Persian Sufi texts?

Research Findings

The descriptive-analytical methodology employed in this study reveals several distinct yet
interconnected applications of "light and aperture™ imagery in Persian mystical texts. These can be
broadly categorized into ontological and epistemological domains:

In the ontological domain, the research identifies four primary applications:

First, the creation of the cosmos is frequently depicted as divine light radiating through the aperture of
the Muhammadan Reality (haqiqat-i Muhammadiyya). This metaphor draws on the hadith "The first
thing God created was my light" and portrays the Prophet Muhammad as the primary aperture through
which divine light entered the darkness of non-existence, bringing the universe into being. Figures such
as Rumi, Najm al-Din Razi, and Shams-i Maghribi consistently employ this image to explain the process
of creation.

Second, the entry of the human spirit into the material body is depicted as light entering through an
aperture into the darkness of corporeal existence. Following Neoplatonic and earlier Gnostic concepts
that were assimilated into Islamic mysticism, the mystics portray the human spirit as a particle of divine
light that has descended into the dark prison of the material body. This concept appears prominently in
the works of Attar, Rumi, and Hafez.
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Third, the mystics conceptualize the physical body and material world as a windowless house or prison
that entraps the luminous human spirit. The spiritual path is consequently depicted as the process of
creating apertures in this dark house to facilitate the spirit's return to its luminous origin. Sana'i, Attar,
and Rumi frequently utilize this imagery when discussing spiritual discipline and ascetic practices.

Fourth, the return of the spirit to its divine source is portrayed as light particles rising through an aperture
toward the sun, emphasizing the soul's inherent longing to reunite with its origin. This imagery appears
extensively in discussions of spiritual longing (shawq) and the mystic dance (sama").

In the epistemological domain, three primary applications emerge:

First, divine knowledge and inspiration are depicted as light entering the heart through an aperture. This
imagery draws on the hadith that describes knowledge as "light that God casts into the heart of
whomever He wishes™ and appears prominently in Ghazali's works and in Rumi's Mathnawi.

Second, the guidance provided by spiritual masters is portrayed as light shining through the aperture of
sainthood (wilayat). The spiritual master serves as a conduit through which divine light reaches the
disciple's heart. This concept is particularly evident in Najm al-Din Razi's Mirsad al-'Ibad.

Third, spiritual states like dreams and ecstatic experiences are depicted as temporary apertures opening
between the material and spiritual realms. Ghazali and Rumi both employ this imagery when discussing
the epistemological significance of dreams and visionary experiences.

Conclusion

The study demonstrates that "light and aperture™ imagery in Persian mystical texts serves as a coherent
system for expressing complex spiritual concepts in an accessible manner. By drawing on the lived
experience of light entering dark spaces through apertures—a familiar phenomenon in traditional domed
architecture—mystics created a powerful and versatile set of images that could articulate profound
theological, cosmological, anthropological, and epistemological doctrines.

The research findings indicate that this imagery was not merely decorative but functioned as a structured
conceptual framework that maintained internal consistency across various mystical texts and authors.
The imagery's dual focus—on both the entry of divine light into the created world and the return of the
human spirit to its divine source—mirrors the fundamental "descent and ascent" (nuziil va su ‘Gd) pattern
that characterizes much of Islamic mystical thought.

This study contributes to our understanding of how mystical language operates at the intersection of
physical experience and metaphysical insight, offering valuable perspectives on the relationship
between architectural space, visual perception, and spiritual conceptualization in the Persian mystical
tradition.
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