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In every intellectual system, understanding the relationships established for human beings
plays a decisive role in comprehending human nature and the purposefulness and
orientation of one's attitude, action, and motivation. The relationship between humans and
God is one of the fundamental relationships in theocentric theological systems, and Islamic
mysticism is no exception to this rule. The present study employs an analytical-descriptive
approach to explain the foundations of the human-divine relationship from an Islamic
mystical perspective, with particular attention to Imam Khomeini's views. Although Imam
Khomeini's works do not directly address this topic, for him, like other mystics, connection
with the sacred realm remains the primary concern and ultimate goal. In the mystical view,
God and humans possess characteristics that make communication possible, and the
foundations of this relationship can be examined from three aspects: theological,
anthropological, and epistemological. The principal dimension of this relationship is
knowledge and understanding, which is realized in the heart—the center of human
existential truth—while love constitutes the fundamental motivation in the formation of
this relationship.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Understanding the relationships that define human existence is fundamental to comprehending human
nature itself. In theocentric theological systems, humans possess four foundational relationships: with
God, with the self, with others, and with nature. Among these, the human-divine relationship is
considered the most essential, encompassing and influencing all other relationships. Recognizing these
relationships plays a crucial role in shaping one's cognitive-perceptual orientation and regulating
behavioral-practical interactions. Consequently, understanding the possibility of establishing a
connection with God and the nature of this interaction constitutes a key issue in theocentric theological
systems.

Islamic mysticism, fundamentally predicated on the human-divine relationship, has consistently
sought connection with God as the ultimate desired objective. Both theoretically and practically, it has
worked toward explaining and structuring such a relationship. The extensive range of muystical
concepts—such as unity (wahdat), annihilation (fana), and dual concepts including anthropomorphism
and transcendence (tashbih and tanzih), absence and presence (ghaybat and hudur), collectivity and
separation (jam' and tafriqah), intimacy and awe (uns and haybat), contraction and expansion (qabd
and bast), fear and hope (khawf and raja), proximity and distance (qurb and bu'd)—demonstrates
mysticism's endeavor to establish connection with the Divine and provides conceptual frameworks for
explaining this relationship.

This study employs an analytical-descriptive methodology to examine the mystical foundations of the
human-divine relationship, with particular focus on Imam Khomeini's mystical works. Through
investigating available library resources related to the subject and content analysis, it attempts to
explain and analyze this relationship and its foundations. The purpose of this examination is to
understand the mystical perspective on this relationship in order to achieve and deepen it.

The relationship between God and humans is bidirectional, and the basis of any bidirectional
relationship involves the parties in the relationship and the content of the relationship. Understanding
the parties and content plays a decisive role in comprehending the possibility and nature of interaction.
By "foundations of the relationship,” we mean examining this connection from three perspectives:
theological, anthropological, and epistemological, which explain the possibility and nature of this
connection, as the human-divine relationship is a claim whose possibility requires these foundations.

Research Findings

In Islamic mysticism and Imam Khomeini's perspective, the human-divine relationship is divided into
two categories: ontological (takwini) connection and legislative/spiritual (tashrii and suldki)
connection. "Love" (ishq) and "affection" (hubb) constitute the most fundamental motivations in
forming this relationship in both categories.

From the theological perspective, three divine characteristics enable this relationship: God as personal,
God as present, and God as initiator. The God of mysticism possesses levels of manifestation, with His
Essence being pure existence beyond all attributes. In the realm of divinity (ultihiyyat), God manifests
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as a personal deity characterized by names and attributes, making Him addressable by humans. God is
also ever-present throughout creation while maintaining transcendence—present in all things yet
beyond them. Furthermore, God initiates the relationship with humans both in the "arc of descent"
(creation) and the "arc of ascent" (spiritual return), as evidenced by Quranic verses emphasizing God's
prior love for humanity.

From the anthropological perspective, four human characteristics facilitate this relationship:
ontological affinity with God, an innate love-oriented nature (fitrah), possession of perceptual
faculties, and freedom of will. Humans have a unique ontological position as God's vicegerents
(khalifah), created in the divine image and possessing a comprehensive gathering of divine names,
making them capable of manifesting divine attributes. The human fitrah (primordial nature) is
fundamentally oriented toward love of absolute perfection, with God as its true object. Humans
possess special perceptual faculties—imagination (khayal), intellect (‘aql), and heart (qalb)—that
enable connection with God, with the heart serving as the central faculty where knowledge and love
converge. Finally, humans possess relative freedom of will, enabling them to actively seek relationship
with God.

From the epistemological perspective, knowledge constitutes the content of the human-divine
relationship in both the arc of descent and ascent. Creation itself stems from the divine desire to be
known, while in the arc of ascent, the human quest for God centers on gaining knowledge of Him.
This knowledge is achieved through divine names and attributes, which are not merely mental
concepts but realities reflecting aspects of divine truth. The heart serves as the central faculty for direct
knowledge of God through contemplative witnessing (shuhtid). The intellect plays a complementary
role, recognizing God's existence and discerning His signs in creation, though ultimately limited in
comprehending divine reality in its fullness.

Conclusion

In Imam Khomeini's mystical perspective, as with other mystics, the human-divine relationship holds
central importance and forms both the foundation and purpose of spiritual wayfaring. This
bidirectional relationship begins before human creation in the form of an ontological connection
through God's loving movement toward manifestation, continuing through humanity's return to God
via legislative and spiritual connection in the arc of ascent.

The foundations of this relationship can be examined from theological, anthropological, and
epistemological perspectives. The God of mysticism possesses characteristics that enable connection
with humans, while humans possess unique qualities that allow them to establish a relationship with
God. The outcome of this bidirectional relationship is knowledge and understanding, founded on
divine names and attributes.

In this relationship, God achieves His purpose of seeing and knowing Himself in the perfect mirror of
the human being, while humans—by manifesting divine names and attributes in the arc of ascent—
attain self-knowledge in the mirror of divine names and consequently knowledge of God, as indicated
by the prophetic tradition: "One who knows oneself knows one's Lord." Just as love initiates this
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relationship in the arc of descent, it remains the foundation and motivation in the arc of ascent,
realized in the heart—the center of human reality where knowledge and love unite.
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