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Throughout various historical periods, extensive debates have emerged between supporters
and opponents of intellectual schools and sects, and the school of mysticism among
Muslims has been no exception. Some opponents of Sufism have attempted to condemn
and reject mystical perspectives by citing their specific reasons. The treatise "Al-Ithna
Ashariyya fi al-Radd ala al-Sufiyya" (Twelve Chapters in Refutation of Sufism) by Sheikh
Hurr al-Amili (d. 1104 AH) is among the refutational works written to reject Sufi sects and
thoughts across twelve chapters. The authors of this article, written through analytical and
descriptive methods, have attempted to examine the reasons for this opposition and have
sought to answer the question: on what principles is the denial of Sufis based in this book,
and to what extent has the author's jurisprudential approach influenced this matter? The
research findings indicate that the author's exaggerated perceptions regarding the core
concepts accepted by mystics, such as the unity of existence (wahdat al-wujud) and
mystical unveiling (kashf wa shuhud), have significantly influenced this refutation.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Throughout Islamic intellectual history, various schools of thought have engaged in extensive debates
over doctrinal interpretations, with mysticism (irfan) and Sufism being particularly contentious
subjects. The reception of mystical thought within Islamic traditions has varied significantly, with
some scholars embracing its spiritual dimensions while others rejecting what they perceived as
heterodox innovations. Within Shi'ism, this relationship has been especially complex, with humerous
scholars articulating opposition to Sufi doctrines based on jurisprudential, theological, and
epistemological grounds.

Sheikh Hurr al-Amili (1033-1104 AH), a prominent Shi'i jurist and hadith scholar of the Safavid era,
authored "Al-Ithna Ashariyya fi al-Radd ala al-Sufiyya" (Twelve Chapters in Refutation of Sufism) as
a comprehensive critique of Sufi thought and practice. This treatise, structured into twelve chapters to
mirror the significance of the twelve Imams in Shi'ism, represents one of the most systematic
refutations of Sufism from within the Shi'i scholarly tradition. Al-Amili's stated purpose was to protect
Shi'i believers from what he considered dangerous innovations and deviations from the teachings of
the Imams.

This study examines the foundation of Al-Amili's arguments, particularly focusing on his critique of
two fundamental concepts in mystical thought: wahdat al-wujud (unity of existence) and kashf wa
shuhud (mystical unveiling). These concepts were selected for detailed analysis as they represent core
philosophical positions that distinguish mystical epistemology from traditional juristic approaches to
religious knowledge. The research employs analytical and descriptive methods to investigate both Al-
Amili's arguments and the counter-arguments presented by mystics in defense of these doctrines, thus
providing a balanced assessment of this intellectual controversy.

The central question guiding this research is: What principles underlie Al-Amili's rejection of Sufism
in "Al-Ithna Ashariyya," and to what extent has his jurisprudential background influenced his critique?
By examining primary sources from both juristic and mystical traditions, the study aims to
contextualize this debate within broader Islamic intellectual history while highlighting the specific
theological and epistemological concerns that motivated Al-Amili's opposition.

Research Findings

The analysis of Al-Amili's criticisms of wahdat al-wujud reveals several interrelated arguments. First,
he equates the doctrine with anthropomorphism (tashbih) and embodiment (tajsim) of God, suggesting
that the mystics' claim of ontological unity inevitably leads to attributing material qualities to the
divine essence. Second, he contends that wahdat al-wujud implies hulul (divine indwelling) and ittihad
(union with God), which he considers blatant heresy contradicting Quranic verses like "There is
nothing like unto Him" (42:11).

However, the research demonstrates that this interpretation fundamentally misunderstands the mystical
conception of wahdat al-wujud. 1bn Arabi, the primary proponent of this doctrine, explicitly rejects
hulul and ittihad, stating: "The Truth (God) is absolutely transcendent (munazzah) in His essence from
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indwelling in beings." For Ibn Arabi and his followers, wahdat al-wujud does not imply that all things
are God, but rather that existence in its true reality belongs solely to God, while created beings possess
only contingent, dependent existence. The distinction between Creator and creation remains intact
within the mystical worldview, though conceptualized differently than in juristic theology.

Regarding Al-Amili's objection that wahdat al-wujud leads to self-deification, the study finds that he
frequently conflates poetic expressions by some Sufis (like Hallaj's ecstatic utterances) with systematic
doctrinal positions. Mystics consistently emphasize the transcendence (tanzih) of God while
explaining apparent similarities (tashbih) as pertaining only to manifestations (tajalliyat) rather than to
God's essence itself.

Concerning kashf wa shuhud (mystical unveiling), Al-Amili presents several critiques: that it lacks
scriptural foundation, that it implies a claim to infallibility (isma) exclusive to prophets and Imams,
that it suggests knowledge of the unseen (ilm al-ghayb), and that it potentially elevates Sufis above
religious authorities. He further suggests that mystical experiences might be demonic delusions rather
than authentic spiritual insights.

The analysis reveals that mystics base their defense of kashf on numerous Quranic verses, including:
"Fear God, and God will teach you" (2:282), "Those who strive in Our cause, We will surely guide
them to Our paths" (29:69), and "Indeed, the record of the righteous is in 'llliyyin... a register
inscribed, which the close ones witness" (83:18-21). They distinguish between prophetic revelation
(wahy) and mystical inspiration (ilham), acknowledging the superiority and legislative authority of the
former while affirming the possibility of the latter for the spiritually disciplined.

Significantly, many Shi'i scholars themselves, including Muhammad Taqi Majlisi (father of the more
famous anti-Sufi Muhammad Bagir Majlisi), reported mystical experiences while maintaining
orthodox Shi'i positions. This indicates that kashf was not uniformly rejected within Shi‘ism but rather
its relationship to scriptural authority was contested. Mystics consistently maintained that authentic
mystical unveiling must conform to and be verified by scripture, thereby preserving religious
orthodoxy.

Conclusion

The research demonstrates that Al-Amili's critiques of mysticism stem primarily from jurisprudential
concerns about maintaining the authority of traditional religious knowledge transmission and
preserving the unique status of the Imams as mediators of divine guidance. His apprehensions about
wahdat al-wujud and kashf reflect genuine theological concerns about divine transcendence and the
sources of religious knowledge, but often rely on exaggerated interpretations of mystical doctrines.

The study concludes that much of the controversy stems from terminological misunderstandings and
different epistemological frameworks. Where jurists like Al-Amili operated within a framework
prioritizing textual authority and rational deduction, mystics emphasized experiential knowledge
complementing, rather than replacing, scriptural authority. The mystics consistently maintained that
their approach was firmly grounded in the Quran and traditions of the Prophet and Imams, while
offering a deeper, esoteric interpretation of these sources.


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/16.2.7
http://erfanmag.ir/article-1-1619-fa.html

[ Downloaded from erfanmag.ir on 2026-06-27 |

[ DOI: 10.22034/16.2.7 ]

Journal of Islamic Mysticism, Volume 16, Issue 2, 2025 4

This research contributes to understanding the complex relationship between juristic and mystical
approaches to Islam, particularly within Shi‘ism. It suggests that rather than representing irreconcilable
worldviews, these traditions might be seen as emphasizing different dimensions of Islamic spirituality
and knowledge. The ongoing tension between these approaches has been a productive force in Islamic
intellectual history, pushing both jurists and mystics to refine their positions and articulate their
theological and epistemological foundations more precisely.

The findings highlight the importance of distinguishing between authentic mystical traditions
grounded in Islamic sources and heterodox interpretations that might truly contradict fundamental
religious principles. This distinction allows for a more nuanced understanding of the legitimate
concerns raised by critics like Al-Amili while appreciating the spiritual richness offered by the
mystical tradition when properly understood within an Islamic framework.
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