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Ethics holds a central place in Sufi training, serving as an extension of the moral principles
found in Islam. Just as the ultimate aim of all religions, particularly Islam, is to cultivate
morality and spirituality within human society, the goal of mysticism and Sufism is to
reach this elevated ideal. Sufi ethics can be explored on four levels or through four types of
relationships: with the Creator, with oneself, with other people, and with other creatures.
This article focuses on one of these dimensions—Sufi ethics in relation to people. We
examine this topic through the sayings and works of prominent Persian mystics such as
Bayazid Bastami, Abt al-Hasan Kharagani, Abu Sa‘id Abu al-Khayr, Imam Muhammad
Ghazzali, and ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamdani. The findings of this research reveal that Sufis
emphasized the importance of moral principles such as honesty, generosity, affection,
tolerance, and kindness towards all individuals. They regarded adherence to these
principles as the spiritual wayfaring of the general public. Moreover, these ethical
teachings reveal a profound connection between Islamic mysticism and the Futuwwat and
Malamati traditions. Through these principles, Sufism has sought to guide moral conduct,
reduce social tensions and hostilities, and foster peace and harmony within society.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The study of ethics and its role in reforming society through human adherence to moral principles is
undeniably important. According to the Prophetic hadith "I was sent to perfect noble character traits,"”
the prosperity of human society depends on promoting, developing, and reforming ethics. This piece
of research examines the moral principles that Sufis advocated in their relationship with common
people, analyzing how they influenced social reform and ethical development through their teachings
and practices.

Research Findings

1. Sufi Approach to Ethics:

- Ethics is viewed as both innate and acquired traits that can be developed through practice
- Emphasis on practical implementation rather than mere theoretical knowledge

- Integration of Islamic principles with mystical insights

- Focus on universal human values transcending religious boundaries

2. Key Moral Principles in Relation to People:

- Truthfulness (sidq): Agreement between inner beliefs and outer actions

- Generosity (sakha): Both material and spiritual giving

- Compassion (shafagat): Unconditional love for all people

- Service to Others (khidmat): Practical help and support

- Gentleness (rifg): Kindness and tolerance in daily interactions

- Concealment of Others’ Faults (razpishi): Protecting people’s dignity

- Tolerance toward Opponents (mudara): Responding to hostility with kindness

3. Connections with the Futuwwat and Malamatt Movements:

- Shared emphasis on selflessness and service to others

- Common focus on practical ethics rather than theoretical knowledge
- Similar approach to character development through social interaction
- Common goal of societal reform through individual transformation

4., Practical Implementation of Moral Principles:

- Active engagement with all social classes

- Emphasis on leading by example

- Focus on reform through positive reinforcement

- Integration of spiritual development with social service

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Sufis played a significant role in promoting ethical behavior and social
harmony through their practical approach to moral development. Their teachings emphasized universal
values while maintaining Islamic principles, creating a bridge between religious ideals and social
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reality. The study reveals how Sufi moral principles, particularly in relation to people, contributed to
reducing social tensions and promoting peaceful coexistence in medieval Islamic society, offering
relevant insights for contemporary ethical discussions.
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