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Most Sufis consider "love" (mahabbat) as a mystical state, but Ibn Arabi categorizes it
among spiritual stations. This descriptive-analytical research, based on library
documentation, aims to answer important questions regarding the concept of love in Ibn
Arabi and Izz al-Din Kashani's perspectives, and to explore the innovations each of these
Sufi thinkers brought to the concept of love. According to the research findings, both Ibn
Arabi and Kashani consider "jealousy” (ghayrat) an essential component of love, its most
important characteristic being the requirement for concealment and veiling from others. In
their conception of the two-way love between humans and God, they believe that
understanding divine love depends on the perspective of Lordship and is contingent upon
the existential capacity of the lovers. Both thinkers pay special attention to mystical union
through the annihilation of the lover in the beloved; however, Kashani believes that to
reach this stage, the lover must remove all attachments. Ibn Arabi rejects this view,
considering attention to anything other than the true beloved as love in various forms of
divine attributes, which is necessary in mystical wayfaring; if the lover confronts the level
of divinity with their complete human essence, union is achieved. The concept of
"yearning and longing" and its direct relationship with love, as well as how each thinker
interprets it, also contains points of commonality, distinction, and innovation.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The concept of "love" (mahabbat) occupies a central position in Sufi thought, with the majority of Sufi
scholars classifying it among mystical states (ahwal). However, Ibn Arabi, distinguished by his
comprehensive scholarly approach and unconventional mystical practices, categorizes love among
spiritual stations (maqamat) rather than states. This fundamental divergence in categorization
represents just one aspect of the multifaceted discourse on love in Islamic mysticism.

The present study undertakes a comparative analysis of the perspectives on love articulated by two
prominent Sufi thinkers: Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi (1165-1240 CE) and Izz al-Din Mahmud Kashani (d.
1334-35 CE). While both scholars belong to the broader tradition of Islamic mysticism and share
certain intellectual foundations, their approaches to conceptualizing love reveal both significant
convergences and notable distinctions. 1bn Arabi's comprehensive mystical system offers a detailed
taxonomy of love, identifying four distinct ranks (hubb, wudd, 'ishq, and hawa), while Kashani,
continuing in the tradition of early Sufis like Abu Nasr al-Sarraj al-Tusi, maintains love's classification
as a mystical state while emphasizing its foundational role among all states.

This research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology based on library documentation to
address several key questions: How do Ibn Arabi and Kashani conceptualize love? What are the points
of convergence and divergence in their understanding of love? What innovative contributions have
they made to the mystical discourse on love? The comparative approach adopted follows the American
school of comparative studies, which examines cultural phenomena as integral wholes transcending
boundaries, without privileging historical relationships in analyzing cultural and literary connections.

Research Findings

The research identifies several significant areas of comparison between Ibn Arabi and Kashani's
perspectives on love:

Classification and Categorization: Ibn Arabi designates love as a spiritual station with four ranks
(hubb, wudd, 'ishq, and hawa) and further subdivides "love" (hubb) into three categories: divine love,
spiritual love, and natural love. Conversely, Kashani considers love a mystical state that forms the
foundation for all other states. He distinguishes between general love (directed toward the beauty of
divine attributes manifest in creation) and special love (oriented toward witnessing the beauty of the
divine essence).

Jealousy (Ghayrat) as an Essential Component: Both thinkers recognize jealousy as intrinsic to love,
emphasizing that it necessitates concealment and remains unbounded. This jealousy manifests as the
lover's desire to veil their love from others, exemplified in Kashani's interpretation of Prophet
Solomon's behavior and in Ibn Arabi's discussion of the mystical elite's practice of conforming
outwardly with common religious observances while internally experiencing deeper spiritual realities.

The Annihilation of the Lover in the Beloved: Both scholars address the ultimate goal of love as the
annihilation (fana') of the lover in the beloved, dissolving the duality between them. However, they


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/16.2.16
http://erfanmag.ir/article-1-1563-fa.html

[ Downloaded from erfanmag.ir on 2026-06-27 |

[ DOI: 10.22034/16.2.16 ]

Journal of Islamic Mysticism, Volume 16, Issue 2, 2025 243

diverge in their understanding of the path to this annihilation. Kashani argues that the lover must
eliminate all attachments to achieve union with the beloved, whereas Ibn Arabi maintains that
attention to entities other than the absolute beloved represents love in various manifestations of divine
attributes—a necessary aspect of the mystical journey. For Ibn Arabi, true union occurs when the
human essence in its entirety confronts the level of divinity.

Yearning (Shawq) and Longing (Ishtiyaq): Both thinkers explore the relationship between love and
yearning, though with different emphases. 1bn Arabi distinguishes between yearning (shawq), which is
satisfied upon meeting the beloved, and longing (ishtiyaq), which intensifies even in the beloved's
presence. Kashani acknowledges similar phenomenological experiences but does not employ the term
"ishtiyaq," instead referring to "special yearning" to describe the insatiable desire that persists even
during union with the beloved.

Love and Intellect: Both thinkers address the relationship between love and rationality. Ibn Arabi
asserts that love that is governed by intellect lacks genuine value, as love's essence involves
bewilderment and confusion that contradicts rational control. Kashani similarly recognizes that the
dominance of love produces bewilderment and perplexity, though he distinguishes between two types:
one where the lover maintains rational control despite bewilderment, and another where the
overwhelming force of love negates rational faculty entirely.

The Divine-Human Love Relationship: Both scholars interpret the Quranic formulation "He loves
them, and they love Him" (yuhibbuhum wa-yuhibbiinahu) from Sura al-Ma'ida (5:54), recognizing the
bidirectional nature of love between God and humans. They concur that human awareness of divine
love depends on divine grace and corresponds to human receptive capacity.

Conclusion

The comparative analysis reveals that while Ibn Arabi and Kashani share fundamental perspectives on
love's nature, they diverge in significant ways. 1bn Arabi's categorization of love as a spiritual station
with four ranks and three types represents a departure from traditional Sufi classifications. Kashani's
innovation lies in positioning love as the central axis around which all other mystical states revolve,
dividing it into general and special love.

Both thinkers recognize jealousy as essential to love, emphasizing its unbounded nature and
requirement for concealment. They also concur on the ultimate goal of love as the annihilation of the
lover in the beloved, though they differ in their understanding of the path to this union. Ibn Arabi
rejects the notion that the lover must abandon all attachments to achieve union, instead seeing
attention to divine manifestations as an integral part of the mystical journey.

Their treatments of yearning, the relationship between love and intellect, and the divine-human love
relationship reveal both shared perspectives and distinct emphases that enrich the scholarly
understanding of love in Islamic mysticism. These findings contribute to a more nuanced appreciation
of the sophisticated philosophical and theological dimensions of love in Sufi thought, highlighting
how two prominent mystics working within the same tradition could develop distinctive approaches to
one of mysticism's most central concepts.
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