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Investigating the Semantic and Cryptographic System of
Knowledge and Unity of Existence in Golshan Raz
by Sheikh Mahmoud Shabastri

Mohammad Farrokhi' /Toraj Aghdaie 2

Abstract: Mystical language and the use of cryptography in expressing
intuitive experiences is one of the important propositions of mystical works.
In Golshan Raz, as a mystical Masnavi, Shabestri implemented mystical
language and symbolic functions, the association of which with the mystery
of knowledge and unity of existence the present searcher is trying to decode.
The paper attempts to use descriptive-analytical methodology to reply a
fundamental question: How, and to what purpose, does Shabastri's Golshan
Raz use mystic language and cryptographic and symbolic utterances in
explaining the topics of self-knowledge and the unity of existence? The
results of the research indicate that in the realm of the semantic system and
the term of mysticism, the code of "I" is not specific to humans, and all
beings have a "true I" in proportion to their level of perfection; additionally,
in case of human beings, “I” refers specifically to one’s soul. Illusion is the
most important factor preventing the observation of the absolute truth; thus,
Shabestri gravely emphasizes transcending illusory appearance. In the
transition from Sharia to Tarigat and semantics, Shabestri has proposed the
illusory manifestations of such a quest. In the cryptographic utterance of
“Unity of Existence”, Shabestari, being deeply indebted to Ibn Arabi,
considers the heart of the mystic indivdual to be the place of transformation
of divine manifestations, where the mystic recognizes the Creator by
neglecting earthly desires and overcoming personal wants. Therefore, the
mystic's soul is no longer his own human soul, but is completely identical to,
and a small fraction of, the soul of the Creator.

Keywords: Mysticism, Code, Golshane Raz, Shabestari, I, Unity of
Existence, the knowledge of soul
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