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A reflection on the reasons for the multitude of Bastami Bayazids
throughout the history of mysticism

Fahime Asadi* /Haideh Banaei®

Abstract: On one hand, various mystical-historical sources reference Bayezid
Akbar and Asghar; on the other hand, numerous contradictions surround
Bayezid's life and death, posing challenges to understanding this great mystic.
This research aims to address these difficulties and contradictions. Given the
serious challenge these cases present to Bayezid studies, a thorough
examination becomes imperative. Conducted through a library-based
descriptive-analytical approach, the research explores divergent views on
Bayezid's marital status and his lineage, with some attributing him to Imam
Jafar Sadiq (a.s.). It suggests that Bayazid Bastami may represent more than
one individual in the history of mysticism, proposing the enlightening theory
of the manifestation of light. The proposed death dates for Bayezid Akbar
range from the year 180 AH to 261 AH, while Bayezid Asghar's death is
associated with the year 234 AH. Researchers, independent of historical
references, have championed specific dates, contributing to ongoing problems
and ambiguities in Bayezid's biography.
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