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Comparative study of the concept of shadow
In the cosmology of Mohai al-Dini mysticism and Jungian
archetypal structureEhsan

Ehsan Ahmadi Khaveh!/MohammadAli Abbasian Chaleshtari?

Abstract: In Ibn Arabi's mystical ontology, the truth of existence is unique to
the divine essence. In this perspective, the world is akin to the shadow of
divine truth. Similar to the subjective and dependent nature of a personal
shadow, the world, in its essence, is nothing but a manifestation of the
supreme truth of existence. Conversely, the concept of the shadow in Jung's
school is a pivotal and significant element. Jung seeks to elucidate the human
psychological system by relying on the principle of archetypes in
psychoanalysis. While the term "shadow" holds a singular significance in
both Ibn Arabi and Jung's theories, it carries a dual meaning. In lbn Arabi's
theory, the shadow lacks inherent independence from the person (the owner
of the shadow), whereas in Jung's psychoanalysis, the shadow represents one
of the archetypes crucial for recognition to attain integrity and wholeness. In
contrast to Mohi al-Dini's mysticism, wherein the world is the shadow of the
Almighty and solely the "manifestation” and emergence of truth, this article
aims to conduct a comparative and analytical study of the shadow concept in
these two schools. Additionally, it seeks to analyze the relationship between
self-knowledge in Jung's perspective and cosmology in Mohyeddin's outlook.
Considering the unity of the world and the psyche in Jung's school, the
guestion arises: Will understanding the shadow lead an individual toward
monotheism and unity, as intended in mystical cosmology, or not?
keywords: Shadow, Jung, Ibn Arabi, mysticism, psychoanalysis,
monotheism, individuality
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— Jung, c.g (1935). The relations between the ego and the unconscious.

In collected works, vol.7, pp121-241.

— Jung, c.g (1943). The relations between the ego and the unconscious. In

collected works, vol.7, pp121-241.
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