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This study aims to comparatively represent the semantic constructs of “knowledge by
presence” in the Holy Qur’an through a semantic approach and network analysis. To this
end, fifteen key concepts within the semantic domain of cognition are examined: idrak
(perception), ittidla“ (awareness), uns (intimacy), basira (insight), haft (informed through
persistent inquiry), hikma (wisdom), diraya (comprehension), shu‘lir (awareness), zann
(supposition), ‘uthtir (discovery), ma‘rifa (recognition), ‘ilm (knowledge), ta‘aqqul
(rational reflection), tafaqquh (deep understanding), and yaqin (certainty). Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, the study draws its data from lexical and exegetical
sources. The findings demonstrate that although these concepts belong to a common
semantic domain associated with knowledge by presence, each possesses distinctive
semantic nuances and contributes to a dynamic and hierarchical network that represents
the developmental process of cognition from sensory perception to existential certainty.
Within this network, ‘ilm functions as the central concept and constitutes its structural
core, while basira and hikma represent advanced stages of cognition and yaqin constitutes
the ultimate goal of the epistemic process. From a mystical perspective, the analysis
indicates that the Qur’an depicts the development of knowledge as an existential process
that begins with “existential connection” at the level of perception, proceeds through
“inner intimacy” and “intuitive apprehension” at the level of insight, and culminates in
“certain and present knowledge” at the level of certainty. The study ultimately
demonstrates the potential of this semantic network for developing a Qur’anic theory of
knowledge in which reason functions as an instrument of discernment and rational inquiry,
while intuition and spiritual witnessing constitute a path toward existential connection
with and apprehension of truth. This framework thus presents reason and intuition not as
mutually exclusive modes of knowing, but as interconnected dimensions of a progressive
and integrated epistemological continuum.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The study of knowledge in the Qur’an extends beyond the mere acquisition of information and
encompasses a complex network of concepts through which different modes and levels of cognition are
represented. Within this epistemological framework, “knowledge by presence” constitutes a distinctive
form of knowledge that is not merely mediated by conceptual representations but is associated with
presence, direct apprehension, and witnessing. The Qur’anic vocabulary of cognition contains a wide
range of terms that, despite their apparent semantic proximity, possess distinct lexical, contextual, and
conceptual functions. Understanding these terms therefore requires an approach that moves beyond
isolated lexical definitions and examines the structural relationships among them within a broader

semantic field.

The present study seeks to comparatively represent the semantic constructs associated with “knowledge
by presence” in the Holy Qur’an through a semantic and network-based approach. It focuses on fifteen
key concepts of cognition: idrak (perception), ittidla“ (awareness), uns (intimacy), basira (insight), haft
(knowledge acquired through persistent inquiry), hikma (wisdom), dirdya (comprehension), shu‘dir
(awareness), zann (supposition), “uthiir (discovery), ma‘rifa (recognition), ‘ilm (knowledge), ta‘aqqul
(rational reflection), tafaqquh (deep understanding), and yaqin (certainty). The study addresses the
question of how these concepts are semantically related and how their interrelationships may represent
a developmental trajectory of cognition within the Qur’anic worldview. The research employs a
descriptive-analytical method and draws upon major lexical and exegetical sources. Its distinctive
contribution lies in integrating lexical, exegetical, philosophical, and mystical perspectives within a
network-based semantic framework rather than treating each cognitive term independently. Such an
approach makes it possible to reconstruct a hierarchical and interconnected semantic system underlying

Qur’anic discourse on knowledge.
Research Findings

The findings demonstrate that the fifteen concepts under investigation belong to a common semantic
domain but cannot be regarded as simple synonyms. Each term emphasizes a particular dimension of
the cognitive process and occupies a distinctive position within the semantic network. The resulting
structure is dynamic and hierarchical, representing cognition as a developmental process rather than as
a static state of possessing information. In this network, ‘ilm emerges as the most comprehensive and
central concept. Unlike terms such as idrak, which emphasizes reaching and apprehending an object,
ittidla“, which denotes awareness through observation and gaining an overview, or ‘uthiir, which
indicates unexpected discovery, ‘ilm encompasses knowledge in its broadest sense and can include both
ordinary and advanced forms of cognition.

Other concepts specify particular modes or qualities of knowing. Idrak emphasizes reaching and
apprehending the object of knowledge and therefore involves a form of existential connection with the
known. Ittidla® emphasizes gaining awareness through observation or becoming aware of something

previously concealed. Uns introduces an inward and affective dimension into cognition by associating
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knowledge with intimacy, tranquility, and the removal of estrangement. Basira, by contrast, represents
profound and inward insight and extends beyond merely sensory or conceptual knowledge. Hikma
signifies knowledge accompanied by sound judgment and practical and ethical application, while diraya
emphasizes deep understanding achieved through reflection, examination, and intellectual engagement.
Shu‘dr denotes precise awareness, particularly in relation to perceptible or subtle objects. These
distinctions demonstrate that the Qur’anic semantic field of cognition contains differentiated modes of

knowing rather than a collection of interchangeable terms.

The analysis further shows that the network incorporates concepts associated with uncertainty,
discovery, rational reflection, and deep understanding. Zann occupies a distinctive position because of
its semantic range between supposition and, in certain Qur’anic contexts, certainty. Its dominant feature
within the network is the presence of doubt or incomplete certainty. ‘Uthiir, in contrast, refers to an
unexpected discovery of something previously concealed and therefore represents a mode of cognition
that may occur without deliberate search or prior effort. Ta‘aqqul signifies the rational faculty and its
capacity to distinguish truth from error and to restrain inappropriate conduct, whereas tafaqquh points
to profound understanding and interpretive penetration. These concepts indicate that rational and
analytical processes constitute important stages within the broader epistemological structure rather than

being excluded from it.

From a mystical perspective, the network reveals a developmental trajectory extending from perception
and rational cognition toward insight and certainty. The study interprets this trajectory as an existential
and transformative movement. At the initial stages, cognition involves sensory and rational
apprehension; subsequently, through inner refinement and the cultivation of basira, it acquires an
intuitive and inward dimension. The process ultimately culminates in yaqin, understood as a stable and
non-doubtful form of knowledge in which the knower attains a more direct and existential relation to
truth. In this structure, basira and hikma represent advanced forms of cognition, while yaqin constitutes
the highest point of the epistemological process.

Accordingly, the study proposes that the Qur’anic epistemological system should not be interpreted
through a dichotomy between reason and intuition. Rather, reason functions as an instrument of inquiry,
analysis, and discernment, while intuition and witnessing represent a further stage through which
cognition may become increasingly immediate and existential. This interpretation is consistent with the
study’s use of philosophical and mystical perspectives, particularly those associated with Ibn ‘Arabt and
Mulla Sadra, in reconstructing the existential and spiritual dimensions of the semantic network.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the Qur’an presents a coherent, dynamic, and hierarchical semantic system for
representing the process of cognition. The fifteen concepts examined in this research belong to a
common semantic domain, yet each retains a distinctive function and contributes to the representation
of what may be described as an epistemological path of spiritual development. The centrality of ‘ilm,
the advanced position of basira and hikma, and the culmination of the network in yaqin demonstrate that
Qur’anic discourse represents knowledge as a progressive process rather than as a uniform and

undifferentiated phenomenon.
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From the mystical perspective adopted in the study, this progression may be described as a movement
from existential connection at the level of perception, through inner intimacy and intuitive apprehension
at the level of insight, toward certain and present knowledge at the level of yaqin. The findings therefore
provide a basis for conceptualizing a Qur’anic theory of knowledge in which rational cognition and
spiritual witnessing are not contradictory but complementary dimensions of a single developmental
continuum. Such a framework also demonstrates the value of semantic network analysis for Qur’anic
studies, since the meaning of individual terms becomes more intelligible when examined through their
horizontal and vertical relationships with other concepts. The study thus offers a systematic model for
reconstructing other Qur’anic semantic fields and provides a potential foundation for further research
into Islamic epistemology, mysticism, and the relationship between rational knowledge and intuitive

apprehension.
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