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The account of the Prophet Muhammad’s Mi‘raj in Strat al-Najm, together with
expressions such as al-Ufuq al-A‘la (the Highest Horizon) and Sidrat al-Muntaha, has
provided Sufi and mystical exegetes with a basis for interpreting the Prophet’s ascent in
terms of mystical wayfaring. Among these expressions, Sidrat al-Muntaha occupies a
distinctive position because of its lexical meanings and its descriptions in Islamic
traditions. Interpreting Sidrat al-Muntaha as a locus of “ultimate bewilderment,” and
considering its characterization as the limit of created knowledge and the endpoint of the
angels’ ascent, raises the question of whether this expression bears a meaningful
relationship to Ibn ‘Arabi’s conception of hayra (bewilderment) and its degrees. The
present study aims to clarify the significance of Sidrat al-Muntaha in the Qur’anic account
of the Mi‘raj by examining its relationship to the mystical concept of bewilderment in Ibn
‘ArabT’s thought. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the study examines
mystical interpretations of the Qur’anic verses concerning the Mi‘raj and analyzes Sidrat
al-Muntaha in light of Ibn ‘Arabi’s epistemological understanding of hayra. The analysis
of exegetical descriptions of the Sidra and of that which veils it, particularly in relation to
verses 14 and 16 of Surat al-Najm, reveals significant affinities between these
interpretations and Ibn ‘Arabi’s account of bewilderment and its degrees. In accordance
with Ibn ‘Arabt’s discussion of intellectual and contemplative bewilderment at the highest
level of the realm of possibility, the mystical exegeses examined in this study point to
three forms of bewilderment. The first two consist of intellectual and contemplative
bewilderment arising from the multiplicity of divine theophanies that veil the Sidra at the
station of proximity: the former renders the intellect bewildered through its inability to
apprehend the Divine Reality, while the latter overwhelms the heart through the lights of
the Divine Essence. The third form is a bewilderment arising from the knowledge of the
presence of the One within the entities of existent things. According to some
interpretations, this final form constitutes the ultimate degree of bewilderment
experienced by the Prophet at the station of subsistence (baqa’) through his descent to
Sidrat al-Muntaha.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The study of mystical texts demonstrates that a number of terms undergo semantic transformations
through which they transcend their primary lexical meanings and acquire more specialized significance
within mystical discourse. Hayra (bewilderment) is one of the central concepts in Islamic mysticism.
Rooted in the Arabic h-y-r, the term denotes bewilderment, perplexity, and being at a loss. Classical
Arabic lexicographical sources also associate it with a state produced by multiplicity and fullness,
providing an important conceptual basis for its later mystical development. In Sufi thought, hayra may
function both as a spiritual state (hal) and as a spiritual station (magam). As a state, it accompanies the
seeker as new dimensions of divine knowledge are disclosed to him; as a station, it may designate a

culminating stage in the seeker’s epistemological journey toward the Divine Reality.

Ibn ‘Arabi develops this concept within his distinctive epistemological and ontological framework.
From his perspective, the seeker encounters different forms of knowledge corresponding to the various
levels of existence. As the seeker ascends through these levels, each new disclosure simultaneously
expands his knowledge and reveals the limitations and inadequacy of his previous understanding.
Consequently, the increase of knowledge does not eliminate bewilderment; rather, it intensifies it.
Intellectual bewilderment emerges when the intellect reaches the limits of its capacity to apprehend the
Divine Reality, while contemplative bewilderment arises through the overwhelming multiplicity of
divine theophanies. In the highest degrees of proximity, bewilderment is therefore not simply a
deficiency of knowledge but a form of knowledge concerning the inability to comprehend the Divine

Essence.

This epistemological understanding provides a significant framework for interpreting the Qur’anic
account of the Prophet Muhammad’s Mi‘r3j in the opening verses of Siirat al-Najm, particularly the
references to al-Ufuq al-A‘1a, gaba qawsayn aw adna, and Sidrat al-Muntaha. Mystical exegetes have
interpreted these verses as representing stages of the Prophet’s spiritual ascent through the levels of
existence. The expression Sidrat al-Muntaha is especially significant because, in addition to its well-
known interpretation as the Sidra tree, certain lexical and exegetical sources associate sidra with a
particular state of bewilderment and even with the bewilderment of vision. The present study therefore
asks whether Sidrat al-Muntaha can be understood as referring to a station of ultimate bewilderment
and, if so, which degree of bewilderment in Ibn ‘Arabi’s epistemological system it most closely
corresponds to.

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method. It examines mystical interpretations of the relevant
verses of Stirat al-Najm and analyzes the descriptions of Sidrat al-Muntaha, particularly the expression
“that which veils the Sidra” (ma yaghsha al-sidra ma yaghsha), in relation to Ibn ‘Arabi’s account of the
degrees of bewilderment. The analysis focuses on the relationship between the lexical meaning of Sidrat
al-Muntaha, the mystical interpretations of the Prophet’s Mi‘raj, and Ibn ‘Arabi’s epistemological
account of intellectual and contemplative knowledge.

Research Findings
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The findings indicate that Ibn ‘Arabi’s understanding of bewilderment is intrinsically connected with
the hierarchical structure of existence and the corresponding hierarchy of knowledge. In his
epistemological account, the seeker’s journey proceeds from the sensible world toward the higher levels
of intelligible reality and ultimately toward the boundary of Divine Oneness. At each level, the seeker
acquires a form of knowledge appropriate to that level. Yet the closer the seeker approaches the Divine
Reality, the more clearly he recognizes the inadequacy of his previous knowledge. Bewilderment

consequently increases in proportion to the expansion of knowledge.

At the level of intellectual knowledge, the culmination of the intellect’s engagement with the Divine
Reality is the recognition of its own inability to comprehend the Divine Essence. The well-known
principle attributed to Ibn ‘Arabi, “inability to apprehend is apprehension” (al-‘ajz ‘an al-idrak idrak),
expresses this epistemological limit. Intellectual bewilderment therefore represents the highest point
attainable by rational knowledge: the intellect realizes that the Divine Essence cannot be comprehended
through conceptual determination. Beyond this stage, however, Ibn ‘Arabi identifies a more intense form
of bewilderment associated with contemplative experience. Through the disclosure of the multiplicity
of divine theophanies, the seeker becomes aware that none of the manifestations he has apprehended
can be identified with the Divine Essence itself. The abundance and diversity of these theophanies
overwhelm the seeker and may lead to the effacement of the self and the cessation of conceptual
description.

The analysis of mystical interpretations of the Mi‘r3j reveals a comparable movement. The opening
verses of Strat al-Najm are interpreted as describing the Prophet’s ascent through successive degrees of
proximity. Mystical exegetes differ concerning the identity of the revealer at al-Ufuq al-A‘la, the
meaning of tadalli, and the object witnessed by the Prophet at Sidrat al-Muntaha. Some identify the
object of vision at the Sidra with God, whereas Ibn ‘Arabi identifies it with Gabriel. According to his
interpretation, the Prophet encounters Gabriel at Sidrat al-Muntaha during his descent after attaining
subsistence through the Divine Reality. Thus, unlike some mystical exegetes, Ibn ‘Arabi does not regard

the Sidra itself as the locus of direct vision of God.

The lexical and exegetical evidence concerning Sidrat al-Muntaha, however, provides an additional
interpretive possibility. While many exegetes understand sidra as a particular lote tree located in the
celestial realms and regard it as the limit of created knowledge or the endpoint of the angels’ ascent,
some lexicographical and exegetical sources associate the term with a state of bewilderment. This
interpretation becomes particularly significant when considered alongside the following verse, which
describes the Sidra as being veiled by an unspecified “whatsoever veils it.” Mystical exegetes provide
different descriptions of this veiling phenomenon, including Divine lights, angels, and other
manifestations, while some refrain from specifying its nature because of its incomprehensibility. Despite
these differences, the interpretations converge in emphasizing the multiplicity, magnitude, and

overwhelming character of that which veils the Sidra.

This feature establishes a significant correspondence with Ibn ‘Arabi’s description of contemplative
bewilderment. The first two forms of bewilderment identified in the present analysis may therefore be
associated with the intellectual and contemplative dimensions of proximity: intellectual bewilderment
arises from the inability of reason to comprehend the Divine Reality, whereas contemplative
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bewilderment results from the overwhelming multiplicity of Divine manifestations and the radiance of
the Divine Essence. A third and more advanced form of bewilderment emerges from awareness of the
presence of the One within the entities of existent things. According to some mystical interpretations,
this latter form corresponds to the ultimate bewilderment experienced by the Prophet in the station of

baga’ (subsistence) following fana’ (annihilation).

The analysis further demonstrates that the Qur’anic account of the Miraj, as interpreted by Ibn ‘Arabi,
should not be understood simply as a linear ascent ending in annihilation. Rather, it encompasses both
an ascending and a descending movement within the circle of existence. The Prophet’s ascent culminates
in annihilation in Divine Oneness, while his subsequent tadalli signifies the descent of his existence after
subsistence through the Divine Reality toward the realm of possibility. Within this framework, Sidrat
al-Muntaha occupies a distinctive position in the transition between the highest degrees of spiritual
ascent and the return to the created realm.

Conclusion

The study concludes that interpreting Sidrat al-Muntaha solely as a celestial tree does not exhaust the
semantic and mystical possibilities of the Qur’anic expression. The lexical evidence associating sidra
with bewilderment, together with the mystical descriptions of the overwhelming manifestations that veil
the Sidra, provides grounds for understanding Sidrat al-Muntaha as a station associated with the
culmination of bewilderment. This interpretation is particularly compatible with Ibn ‘Arabi’s
epistemological account, in which the expansion of knowledge progressively exposes the limitations of
conceptual knowledge and culminates in bewilderment before the Divine Reality.

The comparison of mystical exegeses with Ibn ‘Arab1’s thought further indicates that the bewilderment
associated with Sidrat al-Muntaha can be understood through several degrees. Intellectual bewilderment
marks the limit of rational apprehension; contemplative bewilderment arises through the overwhelming
multiplicity of Divine theophanies; and a further degree of bewilderment is associated with the
recognition of the One within the multiplicity of existent things. On this reading, Sidrat al-Muntaha
represents not merely the geographical or cosmological endpoint of an ascent but an epistemological
and mystical threshold at which knowledge reaches its utmost limit and bewilderment attains its highest
intensity.

Accordingly, the significance of Sidrat al-Muntaha in the mystical interpretation of the Mi‘r3j lies in its
capacity to signify the culmination of a process in which increasing knowledge produces increasing
awareness of the impossibility of fully comprehending the Divine Essence. Ibn ‘Arab1’s interpretation
adds a further dimension to this understanding by placing the Sidra within the Prophet’s transition from
annihilation to subsistence and from ascent toward Divine Oneness to descent toward the realm of
possibility. The concept of ultimate bewilderment thus provides a meaningful bridge between the

Qur’anic language of the Mi ‘raj, mystical exegesis, and Ibn ‘Arabi’s epistemology of Divine knowledge.
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