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Light is a key concept in the Holy Qur’an, associated with multiple meanings such as
guidance, mercy, knowledge, and manifestation. The most significant verse that explicitly
refers to this concept is verse 35 of Strat al-Niir, which has long been a subject of
exegetical and mystical reflection. Mystical commentators, adopting an esoteric approach
to the concept of light, have offered different and at times paradoxical interpretations of
it. One of these readings is the concept of “Black Light”—a term that appears paradoxical
at first glance, yet in its technical sense refers to the intensity of light and the seeker’s
annihilation before the divine lights. In the view of mystical exegeses, this concept
transcends its literal meaning and acquires symbolic and intuitive dimensions. Though
little known, this fundamental concept is manifested in the works of mystics such as Ibn
‘Arabi, Najm al-Din Kubra, Riizbihan Baqli, and others, and refers to a stage of mystical
wayfaring in which the seeker so encounters the intense divine lights that intellect and the
self (nafs) are effaced within them. Despite its name, this light is not a sign of the darkness
of ignorance, but rather evidence of the intense presence of the Real and the beginning of
mystical bewilderment; indeed, this darkness is an intuitive consciousness and a passage
beyond the limits of rational apprehension. Adopting an analytical-descriptive approach,
this article seeks to examine the epistemological status of Black Light in the mystical
exegeses of the Holy Qur’an and to demonstrate how the mystics, by moving beyond
conventional meanings and entering intuitive and symbolic layers, have created novel
concepts such as Black Light in order to express their deeper experiential (sultki) insights.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Light is one of the most foundational and multivalent concepts in the Qur’an, associated not only with
guidance, mercy, knowledge, and disclosure, but also with ontological presence and spiritual unveiling.
The most explicit Qur’anic articulation of this concept appears in verse 35 of Surat al-Nir, which has
long occupied a central place in both exegetical and mystical reflection. Within the tradition of mystical
Qur’anic interpretation, light is not merely understood as a physical phenomenon or as a metaphor for
normative guidance; rather, it becomes a symbol of divine manifestation, inner cognition, and the soul’s
ascent toward truth. In this context, one of the most striking and paradoxical expressions is “black light”
or “luminous darkness,” a term that initially appears contradictory but in Sufi discourse denotes an
intensified mode of divine radiance that overwhelms ordinary perception and leads the seeker into states

of bewilderment, effacement, and annihilation.

This article examines the epistemological and symbolic status of black light in mystical Qur’anic
exegesis. It argues that the concept emerges from a specifically mystical hermeneutic in which apparent
oppositions such as light and darkness, presence and absence, manifestation and concealment, are no
longer understood as mutually exclusive. Rather, they are disclosed as complementary dimensions of
divine reality. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical and library-based approach and focuses on
major mystical commentators and thinkers such as Ibn ‘Arabi, Najm al-Din Kubra, Riizbihan Baq]li,
Qushayri, Maybudi, Saft “‘Ali Shah, and others. The article seeks to show how the notion of black light
functions as a conceptual bridge between Qur’anic symbolism and the mystical experience of the seeker,

especially at the threshold of fana’ (annihilation), mahw (effacement), and hayra (bewilderment).
Research Findings

The findings show that in mystical exegesis, “black light” does not indicate the absence of illumination,
nor does it refer to literal darkness. On the contrary, it signifies an excess of divine manifestation so
intense that it surpasses the capacity of ordinary intellect and sensory apprehension. In this sense,
darkness becomes the experiential form of overwhelming light. The seeker does not encounter a void,
but a mode of presence so absolute that it appears, from the standpoint of human cognition, as
concealment. Hence, black light names a state in which visibility yields to immediacy, and conceptual

knowledge gives way to direct witnessing.

A central result of the study is that mystical exegetes consistently link black light to the states of
bewilderment, annihilation, and hiddenness. Ibn ‘Arabi describes the intensity of light as something that
can reverse into darkness in the eyes of the seeker, not because light diminishes, but because vision fails
before its magnitude. In Suhrawardi’s illuminationist language, darkness may indicate not privation but
the hiddenness of a higher degree of light. Similarly, in the commentaries of Maybudi, Qushayri, and
others, night and darkness are frequently interpreted as garments of presence rather than signs of
absence. The night becomes the locus of divine disclosure, and the darkness of the path becomes the

medium through which inward vision is awakened.
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Another important finding is that mystical interpreters use black light to articulate the transition from
outer religiosity to inner realization. The symbolic movement from “presence” to “effacement” is not a
movement away from God, but rather a progression into a more radical proximity. The seeker first
encounters divine light as guidance, then as overwhelming intensity, and finally as a state in which the
self is effaced before the Real. In this final stage, the light is no longer objectified; it becomes the very
condition of being. The self is no longer a stable center of perception but is dissolved in the
overwhelming disclosure of the divine. Thus, black light is the language of terminal spiritual proximity.

The study also demonstrates that mystical commentators frequently employ imagery of night, shadow,
veiling, and hiddenness to express this paradoxical state. These images do not undermine the notion of
light; rather, they deepen it by showing that divine reality cannot be fully contained within binary
oppositions. In this interpretive framework, the Qur’anic language of light is not reduced to moral or
intellectual clarity, but expanded into a phenomenology of spiritual experience in which intensity itself
produces concealment. Black light, therefore, is the symbolic name for a truth that is too near, too

intense, and too absolute to be grasped through ordinary faculties.

Conclusion

The present study concludes that black light in mystical Qur’anic exegesis is a profoundly meaningful
and theoretically rich concept that expresses one of the highest stages of mystical consciousness.
Although the term appears paradoxical, it is in fact an accurate expression of the mystical experience in
which divine presence becomes so intense that it overturns normal categories of perception. In this state,
light is no longer merely illumination in the empirical or rational sense; it is a transforming force that
effaces the seeker’s ego, dissolves conceptual boundaries, and opens the way to direct encounter with
the Real.

By tracing the concept across major mystical exegetical traditions, the article shows that black light
functions as a hermeneutic key for understanding how Sufi interpreters approach Qur’anic symbolism.
It reveals that mystical exegesis operates through a language of paradox, in which contradiction is not a
problem to be solved but a sign of transcendent meaning. Light and darkness, in this view, are not fixed
opposites but dynamic modes of divine disclosure. The seeker who passes through darkness is not
separated from the light; rather, he or she is encountering light at its most intense and hidden level.
Ultimately, the notion of black light captures the mystical logic of movement from presence to
effacement: from visible guidance to inward disappearance, from cognitive mastery to sacred
bewilderment, and from selfhood to annihilation in the divine presence. For this reason, the concept is
not merely a poetic image but a central category for understanding mystical Qur’anic interpretation and

the phenomenology of Sufi experience.
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