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Divine Vicegerency

Based on the verses of the Holy Qur'an and traditions of the Infallible Imams, the perfect
human being is God's vicegerent on earth and must therefore benefit from the divine
attributes of action as much as possible. A necessary consequence of benefiting from
divine attributes of action is that one should also possess, within one's capacity, the station
of "Be, and it is" (kun fa-yakiin), which is the prerogative of the Divine Presence. The
station of "Be, and it is" in the logic of the Holy Qur'an means that if a person wills
something, there should be no gap between their will and the existence of that thing, and
as soon as they will it, that thing is realized. From the verses of the Holy Qur'an and
traditions of the Infallible Imams, it appears that God Almighty grants such a station to
His special servants both in this world and in the hereafter. It is through this station that
prophets and divine saints acquire the ability to intervene and dispose in the world of
possibility and perform extraordinary deeds. This research, utilizing the verses of the
Holy Qur'an and traditions of the Infallible Imams and employing an analytical-
descriptive method, has demonstrated that humans have the potential to reach a station
through obedience to divine commands where willing becomes not only being able, but

actually being, and if they will something, by divine permission, that thing is realized.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

According to the teachings of heavenly religions, humans are God's vicegerents on earth. In the luminous
verses of the Holy Qur'an, Prophet Adam is introduced as God's vicegerent on earth. Qur'anic exegetes
believe that the vicegerent must have the greatest resemblance to the one who appoints the vicegerent,
and resemblance is realized when the vicegerent possesses the attributes of the one who appoints. One
of the existential aspects of God Almighty is that if He wills to realize something, as soon as He says to
that thing "Be!", it comes into existence.

The Qur'an refers to this reality in several verses, stating: "His command, when He intends a thing, is
only that He says to it 'Be!' and it is." Humans, who according to divine teachings are God's vicegerents
on earth, must also possess this divine aspect and attribute within their existential capacity. Therefore,
in the verses of the Holy Qur'an and traditions of the Infallible Imams, it is stated that divine saints, to
whom the station of divine vicegerency belongs, reach a level of existential perfection where willing

becomes "being able" and even higher than that, "being" for them.

This research investigates the Qur'anic and traditional foundations of the station of "Be, and it is" for
humanity. Using an analytical-descriptive method, relevant verses and traditions have been extracted
and examined, ultimately concluding that by virtue of being God's vicegerent, humans have the capacity
to reach a station where, by divine permission, if they will a possible action, they can perform that action
without going through normal stages and in a manner that breaks the ordinary course of nature.

Research Findings

The research demonstrates that in divine actions, there are only two stages: the stage of will and the
stage of creation. In the mentioned verses, the second stage is expressed as command, saying, and the
phrase "Be!" Some thinkers and divine philosophers, in explaining the manner of God's agency and
knowledge, have divided knowledge into active and passive types, believing that God's knowledge of
this world is active knowledge, not passive knowledge.

From the verses of the Holy Qur'an and traditions of the Infallible Imams, it appears that humans have
the potential to reach a level both in this world and the hereafter where whenever they want something,
as soon as they say to that thing "Be!", it comes into existence. If a person reaches such a station, they

have technically become similar to God Almighty and have become a manifestation of divine agency.

The study identifies several Qur'anic evidences for the station of "Be, and it is" for humans in this world.
For instance, in Sura al-Ma'ida, reference is made to some of the miracles of Prophet Jesus that were
performed by divine permission, indicating that a human being can perform extraordinary deeds by
divine permission that are manifestations of God's creativity, life-giving, and healing. This is not
exclusive to Prophet Jesus; rather, this door is open for other servants of God as well.

Among the Qur'anic accounts from which the station of "Be, and it is" for humans in this world can be
inferred is the account of Prophet Solomon and the bringing of the throne and crown of Bilgis, the Queen
of Sheba. Asif ibn Barkhiya, who was Solomon's minister and had reached a special station due to his
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sincere servitude to God, said he could do this work in the blink of an eye. Exegetes differ on how Asif
ibn Barkhiya accomplished this, but what is certain is that bringing the Queen of Sheba's throne in the
blink of an eye was essentially God's work, and Asif had knowledge of and connection with God such

that whenever he wanted something from Him, God would not fail to answer his request.

The research also examines the Qur'anic and traditional evidence for the station of "Be, and it is" for
humans in the hereafter. Humans, through obedience to the commands of God Almighty, attain
proximity to God and for this reason, by divine permission, become possessors of the station of "Be,
and it is," and this station is not restricted to any particular limit—it includes both this world and the
hereafter. However, the scope and extent of this station in the hereafter is incomparable to this world,

and the reason is that in the hereafter, the limitations of this world no longer exist.

Reflection on the luminous verses of the Holy Qur'an that speak of the blessings of paradise and how
they are provided for believers confirms that the people of paradise obtain whatever they want and desire
for anything, and as soon as they will it, it is provided for them. This means the station of "Be, and it is"
that they have attained. According to Qur'anic verses, the people of the gathering reach a level of
perfection where willing becomes being able, and even being, for them.

Conclusion

From what has been discussed in this research, it appears that based on the verses of the Holy Qur'an,
humans have the potential to reach the station of "Be, and it is" through servitude and worship of God
Almighty, and by divine permission reach a station where whatever they want, as soon as they will it,
comes into existence. The many graces and miracles observed from divine saints and prophets in this

world confirm this point.

Likewise, from the verses of the Holy Qur'an and traditions narrated from the Infallible Imams, it appears
that the people of paradise in the hereafter attain this station, and the evidence for this claim is the
truthful and honest promises of God Almighty regarding attaining the blessings of paradise, considering
mere appetite, will, and choice of the people of paradise sufficient for their existence.

Of course, the ranks and degrees of knowledge of the people of paradise are effective in the extent and
quality of benefiting from the station of "Be, and it is," and perhaps the high-ranking people of paradise
who have reached the highest degrees of proximity will and create things that do not occur to the

imagination of those in lower levels of paradise.

This research contributes to understanding Islamic anthropology and eschatology by demonstrating the
profound implications of divine vicegerency and the potential for human spiritual perfection both in this
world and the hereafter, offering insights into the relationship between divine sovereignty and human

agency within Islamic theological framework.
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