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Sa'id al-Din Farghani, as one of the most prominent representatives of the Ibn 'Arabi
school, ascribes an important role to the imaginal world (‘alam al-mithal) in the human
journey through the descending arc and depicts the primordial covenant world (‘alam al-
dharr) within this realm. He identifies aspects of the imaginal world through which he
attempts to provide a systematic and novel analysis of how humans are present in the
imaginal world during the descending arc. From Farghani's perspective, the imaginal world
has two aspects: one aspect that brings spirits and intellects into an imaginal form, and
another aspect that transforms material beings into imaginal entities. According to
Farghani, Adam's clay form at the beginning of his creation contained the particles of his
progeny, and based on the second aspect of the imaginal world, both Adam and his
descendants became imaginal beings and acquired souls. The emergence of individual
human souls occurred at this stage, before birth and before the embryonic stage. This study
demonstrates that the rational objections commonly raised against the soul's precedence
over the material body do not apply to Farghani's viewpoint, and there exist narrative

evidences from the Ahl al-Bayt confirming Farghani's perspective in general terms.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

From Farghani's perspective, the reality of humanity originates from God and then, in a descending
journey, passes through the worlds of spirits (intellects) and the imaginal realm before manifesting in
the material world. Farghani extensively discusses the root of human existence and the levels of
human reality in the divine realm, providing detailed analyses of how this human reality manifests in
the world of spirits (intellect). However, what this research examines is the manner of humanity's

descent into the imaginal world from Farghani's viewpoint.

To investigate this topic, it is necessary to examine the various divisions and functions of the imaginal
world and the role of each in the process of human descent, and to answer the fundamental question:
In Farghani's view, is the human presence in the imaginal world during the descending arc similar to
human presence in the world of spirits (intellects), where humans exist collectively without
multiplicity as a single unified being, or have humans achieved multiplicity and particularity in the
imaginal world? Is there a relationship between humanity's descent into the imaginal world and the
primordial covenant world, and if so, what is the nature of this relationship? Finally, from rational and
narrative perspectives, what evaluation can be made of Farghani's viewpoint, and what are the

strengths and weaknesses of his theory?

The examination of Farghani's views on this subject is important because he is one of the most
significant representatives of Ibn 'Arabi's mystical school and among the most prominent students of
Sadr al-Din Qunawi. According to 'Abd al-Rahman Jami, no one like Farghani has expressed the
issues of the science of reality in such a disciplined and coherent manner. Therefore, examining
Farghani's viewpoint and its compatibility with religious teachings can be considered one of the
facilitating factors for interaction among mysticism, theology, and hadith sciences, leading to a fresh

understanding of verses and traditions regarding human life before worldly existence.
Research Findings

According to the definition adopted in established philosophy, the imaginal world serves as an
intermediary realm between pure abstractions and pure material entities. Farghani defines the separate
imaginal world as a realm that is a manifestation or locus where its entities are subtle compounds that
do not accept division, separation, or conjunction. From Farghani's perspective, the Divine Breath or
absolute existence is the essence of the imaginal world and indeed all manifestations of being, wearing
the particular garment of each descending level.

Farghani presents a novel division of the imaginal world into two aspects based on how entities
become imaginal. The first aspect of the imaginal world follows the world of spirits and its specific
function is to make the subtle dense—that is, in this aspect of the imaginal world, the subtle spiritual
forms of the world of spirits, which are free from composition and perception by bodily senses, appear
after descending from this world in an imaginal form whose abstraction is weaker than the abstraction
of the world of spirits (intellects).
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The second aspect of the imaginal world follows the world of bodies and has both temporal and
ontological posteriority to it. Its specific function is to make dense material things subtle, such that
they become indivisible and inseparable. Due to the posteriority this aspect of the imaginal world has
from the world of bodies, all composite divisible forms, in whatever form they may be, whether

summary or detailed, appear in the mentioned imaginal world in the same form.

Farghani explains that initially, Adam's clay form was created from a mixture of various types of
earth. This clay form contained earthly particles, each particle being the matter for the elemental form
of Adam's progeny. Then, according to the second aspect of the imaginal world, Adam's bodily form
acquires an imaginal form—meaning it is released from its dense bodily state and gains imaginal

subtlety. This imaginal form of Adam contains earthly particles that naturally are also imaginal.

From Farghani's perspective, every human being, before the infusion of spirit into the perceptible
bodily form, has determination and affirmation for their soul within the Preserved Tablet (Universal
Soul), though this determination is merely predicative and not concrete and individuated. The
multiplicity and individuation of particular souls occurs only after the Universal Soul's attachment to
bodies. Since Farghani maintains that Adam's progeny had imaginal bodies in the primordial covenant
world before beginning earthly life, human souls came into being through attachment to these

imaginal bodies.

The research demonstrates that the rational objections commonly raised by philosophers regarding the
soul's precedence over the body do not apply to Farghani's viewpoint. These objections include: the
restriction of abstract species to a single individual, the soul's perfection at the beginning, the
suspension of the soul's faculties, and transmigration. The article shows that none of these objections
are problematic for Farghani's theory when properly understood within the framework of the imaginal

world.
Conclusion

Farghani's analysis of how entities become imaginal, which he depicts in two ways—in one of which
material entities become subtle and imaginal—finds support in religious teachings. Such a process for
the imaginalization of entities applies particularly to the analysis of the primordial creation of humans
in the primordial covenant world from clay. Based on this, earthly clay became imaginal and formed
the primordial clay nature of all humans, and each person's soul came into being by attaching to the

imaginal clay nature of each individual in the primordial covenant world.

Such a process for the imaginalization of clay nature also has supporting evidence in the teachings of
the Ahl al-Bayt, which can help explain the primordial covenant world and provide a novel and
thought-provoking picture of the nature of the primordial covenant world and human creation from
clay nature. This creates consistency among various traditions and resolves ambiguities about the
world of shadows and spectral forms that have been neglected in other theories of the primordial

covenant world.

In this conception, the primordial covenant world is neither symbolic nor realized in the material
world, but rather is a real world that was realized in the imaginal world concurrent with Adam's

creation and before the birth of his progeny in this world. Although Farghani's theory, despite its
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strengths and compatibility with some traditions, does not provide an explanation of how humans'

imaginal clay nature enters the worldly realm before birth, this does not mean it is incorrect.

The article contributes to understanding the complex relationship between different levels of existence
and human ontology by demonstrating how the imaginal world serves as a crucial intermediary realm
in Islamic metaphysics, particularly in explaining pre-existence doctrines and the nature of the
primordial covenant. This has significant implications for understanding Islamic anthropology and
eschatology.
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