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Article type: One of the most important issues in ontology and anthropology is the question of
Research Article humanity's ultimate perfection, with the primary factor of anxiety being perplexity in

epistemology. Muslim thinkers, inspired by revelation, have no doubt that humanity's
ultimate perfection is divine proximity (qurb ilahi), though unfortunately its
understanding has been subject to popular misconceptions. This article aims to expand

Article history: epistemological horizons regarding the ontological and epistemological foundations of

Received 29 March 2024 divine proximity in Islamic philosophy. Research findings indicate that divine proximity
Accepted 9 June 2024 belongs to the category of "witnessing the secrets of the invisible world" and is a
Published online 11 February "gradational" matter that ultimately culminates in "witnessing the detailed in the
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world of dominion (malakiit), and its endless end is witnessing the annihilation of
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Numerous Qur'anic verses and extensive teachings in Islamic philosophy consider attaining the station
of divine proximity as the only way to quench humanity's essential poverty, viewing it as ultimate
perfection and consequently the purpose of human creation. However, not only have human schools
sought ultimate perfection in other matters, but even among Muslim thinkers it has sometimes been
observed that they consider proximity as ultimate perfection but make gross errors in its interpretation.
Despite the unparalleled desirability of this station and frequent references to it in sources, no
independent work systematically addresses its foundations, and this deficiency has caused this valuable

category to become entangled in popular and superficial understandings.

The present article aims to examine the ontological and epistemological foundations of divine proximity
and encounter (liga' Allah) through content analysis of library sources by early thinkers inspired by

verses, traditions, and mystical unveilings. The article addresses proximity in four realms of existence.
Research Findings

Multi-Realm Nature of Existence: From Qur'anic verses, particularly "There is not a thing but with
Us are its treasures, and We send it not down save in appointed measure" (15:21), it is known that not
only does existence generally have four realms, but humanity specifically and every individualization
of existence has four existential realms: corporeal (mulk), dominion (malakiit), power (jabariit), and
divinity (Iahiit). These realms range from the clarity of epistemological recognition through
conventional perceptions in the witnessed world to the invisible worlds and the most secret mystery of

existence.

The existential-actual relationship of existential realms is crucial. Muslim sages, based on verses such
as "He is the First and the Last, the Outward and the Inward" (57:3) and countless traditions, consider
the relationship between existential realms as an "existential-actual relation," believing all realms of
existence—including both longitudinal and latitudinal multiplicities—are nothing but "relational
existences," "in-another" existences, and "manifestations" of the divine essence, attributes, and names.
This is the "illuminative relation" having connection with the essence and attributes of the Necessary

Being.

Relationship of Proximity with Epistemological Development: Proximity and drawing near means
the corporeal realm approaching the divine realm, requiring passage through dominion and power
realms. However, given what was discussed, it is known that ontologically, the corporeal world
including humanity is immersed in the three other realms. In this case, what would proximity, drawing

near, and ultimately divine encounter mean?

Masters of gnosis have responded that proximity is not ontological but epistemological and presential.
Divine proximity is essentially nothing but unveiling and vision of the interconnections of existential
realms. Therefore, the station of divine proximity must be of the type of knowledge—not acquired
conceptual knowledge but presential knowledge—vision and presential gnosis regarding witnessing the

"illuminative relation of one absolute existence with its existential modes and affairs."
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Relativity of the Invisible and Witnessed: Among these four realms, the corporeal realm is called the
"witnessed world," and the three other realms—dominion, power, and divinity—are known as "invisible
realms" of existence. However, this naming itself is relative. The naming of these realms as invisible
and witnessed is not due to their nature but due to the knowing subject and has an epistemological aspect.
The unveiling of invisible layers of existence depends on wayfarers' capacity and worthiness. When
wayfarers step into stages of wayfaring and unveiling, secrets of invisible layers are revealed to them

and layer by layer the invisible world becomes witnessed for them.

Proximity as Removal of Veils: Proximity has a meaningful relationship with removing veils from
invisible realms of existence. All existences are not confined to the corporeal world, and there are
invisible and mysterious beings in hidden realms that are not visible to the physical eye due to being
veiled. The ranking of human proximity is contingent upon the degree of removing these veils. The
beginning of these hidden realms is the realm of dominion, and its end is the realm of divinity.

Proximity as Voluntary Movement: Another foundational point regarding divine proximity is that this
station is not achieved merely through conception and desire after conception but urgently requires
striving, movement, and is influenced by the wayfarer's will and volition. Not all humans—even if they

do not intend it—fall within its circle.

Proximity as Gradational Category: Divine proximity has a meaningful relationship with
epistemological expansion in invisible realms of existence. The more the wayfarer advances in unveiling
invisible realms, the closer they become, and the more incapable of perceiving them, the farther they
will be. This reality testifies that proximity and divine encounter is "a gradational and multi-leveled
matter." Wayfarers will perceive different degrees and levels of "arrival, union, unity, annihilation, and

subsistence" in the common concept of proximity.

Divine proximity is "a perfective unveiling and presential journey" through which the wayfarer
gradually gains gnosis of existential secrets in other realms, until no veil remains between wayfarer and
God. At the highest degree, they unveil and witness the sovereignty of divine essence and attributes over
existence, discovering the hidden and treasured divine name mentioned in the tradition of "occurrence

of names" from Imam Sadiq, becoming immersed in divine manifestations.

Distinction Between Two Types of Proximity: Sometimes in mystical texts we encounter a special
division of proximity: (a) God's proximity to servants (existential or constitutive proximity)—this
interpretation is nothing but an ontological account of a type of relational existence of beings to God's
existence or the "illuminative relation"; (b) Servants' proximity to God (legislative and spiritual
proximity)—this is unveiled and presential witnessing of what Mulla Sadra terms "illuminative relation"

as the reality of existential realms.

Locus of Proximity Realization: Some have apparently understood from traditions that realization of
divine proximity relates to the world after the corporeal and material world and attaining proximity will
not occur in worldly life. However, this is incorrect. Divine proximity is an epistemological and
gradational category. Gnosis of "afterlife or dominion world" realities is the first knowledge the gnostic

attains, while gnosis of the "power" and "divinity" realms of existence remains, and proximity intensifies
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through honor in them. Therefore, one cannot consider divine proximity exclusive to the afterlife, and

this understanding seems to be among the commonplaces of non-arrived Sufis.
Conclusion

From the examination of foundations of divine proximity, it was concluded that divine proximity is
nothing but epistemological development and unveiling of invisible worlds. This journey continues until
the gnostic, through God's guidance and according to their existential capacity, attains gnosis of the
divine essence, names, and attributes, discovering longitudinal and latitudinal multiplicities in

nn

existential realms as "detailed in comprehensive," "multiplicity in unity," and "detail in collection."

Naturally, this outcome is gradual, and therefore the category of divine proximity is gradational.
Wayfarers remove both dark veils and luminous veils not in the afterlife but in worldly life, and they are

ranked according to their success in these unveilings.
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