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From Imam Khomeini's perspective, contrary to Ibn Arabi's opinion, the prophets'
knowledge of divine commandments does not constitute juristic reasoning (ijtihad), as
prophets discover truths based on their awareness of what exists in divine knowledge or the
Preserved Tablet (Lawh Mahfuz) according to their spiritual ranks. Similarly, Imam
Khomeini holds that, unlike Ibn Arabi's view, abrogation (naskh) does not signify the
discovery of a previous prophet's error; rather, the commandment during a previous
prophet's time pertained to the specific nation that prophet addressed. Therefore,
abrogation means discovering the limitation of the previous commandment, not removing
the absolute commandment. In Imam Khomeini's view, the fixed entity (al-ayn al-thabitah)
of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) encompasses all fixed entities, including those possessing
legislative prophethood, and the fixed entities of the possessors of legislative prophethood
are manifestations of the Holy Prophet's fixed entity. Similarly, the external entities of
those with legislative prophethood are manifestations of his identity. According to Imam's
interpretation, each prophetic period is like a circle, with that period's prophet being the
Unicity of union (ahadiyyat al-jam') of that period, and all these circles are points within
the circle of the Seal of Prophethood, with the Messenger of God (PBUH) being the seal
stone of this circle. Imam Khomeini believes that the Seal of the Prophets is the
manifestation of God's Greatest Name (ism al-a'zam Allah), and because the Seal of the
Prophets manifests in the form of the Seal of the Saints from his unseen aspect, the Seal of
the Saints is the manifestation of this complete Sainthood (wilayah) and one of the
manifestations of the Seal of the Prophets in the visible realm. Therefore, in reality, the
Seal of the Prophets receives from his own manifestation, and in this sense, the Seal of the
Saints has no superiority over the Seal of the Prophets. Thus, this article aims to review,
explain and analyze Imam Khomeini's Shiite reading of Ibn Arabi's Fusus al-Hikam on the

issue of prophethood.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Prophethood (nubuwwah) represents one of the most significant theological concepts in Islamic
thought, with distinct interpretations across various Islamic schools. Within this discourse, Ibn Arabi's
mystical explications in Fusus al-Hikam have profoundly influenced theoretical mysticism (‘irfan-i
nazari). However, his interpretations occasionally diverge from Shiite theological principles,
particularly regarding prophetic knowledge and infallibility. This research examines Imam Khomeini's

critical engagement with Ibn Arabi's text from a distinctly Shiite perspective.

As a prominent Shiite scholar with mastery in both theoretical mysticism and jurisprudence, Imam
Khomeini's annotations on Fusus al-Hikam and Qaysari's commentary present a unique reconciliation
between Shiite theology and Ibn Arabi's mystical framework. Unlike previous studies that broadly
examine Imam Khomeini's views on prophethood, this research specifically analyzes his critical
annotations on Fusus al-Hikam to extract his Shiite understanding of prophethood, focusing on
prophetic knowledge, infallibility, the comprehensive nature of the Prophet Muhammad's
prophethood, and the relationship between the Seal of Prophets and the Seal of Saints.

The methodology employs textual analysis of Imam Khomeini's annotations on Fusus al-Hikam,
particularly his marginalia on Ibn Arabi's text and Qaysari's commentary, contextualizing these within

broader Shiite theological frameworks and mystical traditions.
Research Findings

1. Prophetic Knowledge and Infallibility:

Imam Khomeini fundamentally challenges Ibn Arabi's suggestion that prophetic knowledge operates
through ijtihad (juristic reasoning). According to Ibn Arabi's interpretation of the story of David and
Solomon, Solomon's judgment represented divine knowledge while David's represented ijtihad—
implying the possibility of error in prophetic judgments. Imam Khomeini rejects this interpretation,
asserting that prophets directly discover truths through connection to divine knowledge or the
Preserved Tablet (Lawh Mahfuz) according to their spiritual ranks. Their knowledge is not speculative
reasoning but direct unveiling (kashf) of divine reality.

This position is foundational to Shiite theology, which upholds complete prophetic infallibility in both
knowledge and action (‘ismat 'ilmi and 'ismat 'amali). Imam Khomeini's position aligns with
established Shiite theological works like Allama Hilli's Kashf al-Murad, which defends prophetic

infallibility against Mu'tazilite and Ash'arite positions that allow for minor prophetic errors.
2. The Nature of Abrogation (Naskh):
Ibn Arabi interprets differences between prophetic rulings as corrections of previous prophets' errors.

Imam Khomeini rejects this interpretation, arguing that abrogation (naskh) does not indicate
discovering a previous prophet's error but rather reveals the contextual limitations of previous rulings


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/16.2.9
http://erfanmag.ir/article-1-1621-fa.html

[ Downloaded from erfanmag.ir on 2025-12-10 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/16.2.9]

Journal of Islamic Mysticism, Volume 16, Issue 2, 2025 46

intended for specific communities at specific times. Abrogation demonstrates the unfolding of divine

wisdom rather than correction of error.

Imam Khomeini distinguishes between apparent abrogation (naskh zahiri) and real abrogation (naskh
wagqi'l), arguing that divine rulings are always promulgated with awareness of their temporal

limitations, even when these limitations are not explicitly stated.

3. Comprehensive Nature of Muhammadan Prophethood:

Imam Khomeini presents the fixed entity (al-ayn al-thabitah) of Prophet Muhammad as encompassing
all other fixed entities, including those of other prophets. He describes the Muhammadan reality
(hagigat Muhammadiyyah) as manifesting the Greatest Divine Name (ism Allah al-a'zam), making
Prophet Muhammad's prophethood comprehensive of all prophetic manifestations. Consequently, all
divine laws and spiritual realities manifest through him, with other prophets representing particular

aspects of his comprehensive reality.

Imam Khomeini employs the metaphor of concentric circles, describing each prophetic period as a
circle, with all prophetic circles being points within the greater circle of the Seal of Prophethood,

whose central seal stone is Prophet Muhammad.

4. The Seal of Prophets and the Seal of Saints:

One of Ibn Arabi's most controversial positions suggests the Seal of Saints (khatam al-awliya', whom
he identifies as Jesus or himself in different works) has superiority over the Seal of Prophets in certain
aspects. Ibn Arabi suggests prophets receive spiritual knowledge through the mediating function of the
Seal of Saints.

Imam Khomeini reinterprets this relationship, positioning the Seal of Saints as a manifestation of the
Seal of Prophets' inner reality. Therefore, when the Prophet seemingly "receives" from the Seal of
Saints, he is actually receiving from his own manifestation. This interpretation maintains the absolute
superiority of the Prophet Muhammad while accommodating Ibn Arabi's mystical insights within a
Shiite framework that refuses any suggestion of another figure surpassing the Prophet Muhammad in

spiritual rank.
Conclusion

Imam Khomeini's critical engagement with Fusus al-Hikam demonstrates a sophisticated Shiite
approach to theoretical mysticism that preserves core Shiite theological principles while benefiting
from Ibn Arabi's mystical insights. His interpretation upholds prophetic infallibility in both knowledge
and action, reinterprets abrogation as contextual limitation rather than error correction, establishes the
comprehensive nature of Muhammadan prophethood as encompassing all prophetic manifestations,
and reframes the relationship between the Seal of Prophets and the Seal of Saints to maintain the

Prophet Muhammad's absolute superiority.

This research highlights Imam Khomeini's contribution to reconciling Shiite theology with theoretical
mysticism, offering a uniquely Shiite reading of Ibn Arabi that differs significantly from Sunni

interpretations by figures like Qaysari. It demonstrates how Islamic mysticism can be critically
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engaged from within specific theological traditions, producing readings that simultaneously preserve

doctrinal commitments and expand mystical understanding.

Furthermore, Imam Khomeini's approach illustrates the dynamic nature of Islamic intellectual
traditions, where even established mystical texts remain subject to ongoing interpretation and critical
engagement through diverse theological lenses. His work establishes a distinctly Shiite mystical
hermeneutic that remains faithful to both the letter and spirit of Shiite theological principles.
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