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Abu Abdullah Mohammad Ibn Khafif the link between the
Iraq school of mysticism and the Shiraz school of mysticism
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Abstract: Abu Abdullah Mohammad Ibn Khafif stands out as an
influential Sufi in Shiraz, following the path of Sufism. Despite his
widespread mention in biographical books, his mystical approach has
not received thorough examination and acknowledgment. This
misconception arises from viewing his worldview as a reflection of the
Iragi school, particularly influenced by Junaid, considering him an
envoy for transmitting Iragi mystical ideas to Fars. This research
clarifies that Sheikh Kabir's thoughts indeed bear traces of teachings
from Iragi Sufis, but some of his definitions, opinions, and decisions
deviate from the mystical perspective of the Baghdad school, revealing
his true stance. Points of departure from the Baghdad school include
embracing the worldviews of Hallaj and Rouim, accepting Sama,
prioritizing poverty over wealth and choosing work over begging,
rejecting God's observation and arrogance towards Him, and ultimately
embracing divine love. If we acknowledge that Ibn Khafif's worldview
does not mirror the Baghdad school of mysticism, then these key
elements in his perspective mark the genesis of the Shiraz school of
mysticism: "Moderation in attitude and personality,” "preparation for
the entry of love," and "making text interpretable." Essentially, Sheikh
Kabir's significance lies in bridging the Sufis of the classical Baghdad
period with the later Sufis of the Shiraz school, positioning Ibn Khafif
as the link between the Iraqi and Shiraz schools.

Keywords: Abu Abdullah Muhammad Ibn Khafif, Junaid Baghdadi,
The Connection Circle, Baghdad School of Sufism, Shiraz School of
Sufism
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